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Dhweet Dreams an the
OMM(’(M‘/W Soland gﬁ/

Theose of us with golf in our veins have marny
things in comman.We love the outdoors.We love
the camaradene that the game males possible,
And, perhaps maore than anything, we lave to
drearn e dream abaout that syrupy-smoath tech-
nigue that has long evaded ws.We dream about

a 350-vard drive (I'd say 300, but thase days are
awer). And, perhaps our favourite, we dream about
the ultirmate galf adventure, | fact, this quest for
achetiure, a new and better golf experience, is a
passian, a duty that we take quite seraushs Those
whio declare a love for the game, for salfing
achventture, shauld fix their eves — and their golfing
dreams - on the Vancouer [sland Golf Trail

TheVancouver sland Golf Trail was not the first
aoif “trail”’ to be created That honour goes ta the
tremendousty successful Robert Trent Janes Golf
Trail in Alabama. Since | 990, when the KT] Trail
was bom, many other “trails’ have been charted
and mapped, There are golf trails in mamy differ
ent states, many countries, induding such unlikely
lorales as Morth Dakota and Aransas, Even the
Scats have jumped on board with a recent entry:

wiww,golfguide.ca

This ruch is true: there are naw many golf-rich
destinations, rmany “trails” that adventure-seeking
gelfers can dream about and explare,

Sa what makes the Vancouver lsland Gelf Trail
extra speciall When it's all said and done, what's
going to make this | D-course, 250-kilometrs
trail ane of the greatest! Wl for starters, it's on
Wancouver |sland. And that kind of head start is
alrmost wnfair:

Woted by Conde Mast as the top island desti-
nation in Morth Armerica for sevan years in a
rew vancolver |sland is a S50-klomeatre long

playground af the utmost beauty Armidst the gant

cedar and fir trees, the charming seaside towns,
the harbours, the sardens, thera is a lifetima's
winrth af attractions and activities, Whale watch-
ng, salmen fishing, hiking, sailing, ocean kayaking
mourtainesrng, antiguing — and, of course, golfing

have all made this island what it is simply one of
the finest vacation destinations in the warld,
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Yictoria, the capital city of British Colurmbia, is
aften called "The City of Gardens” Cansider the
ternperate climate, the hundreds of specias of
fauna and flora — bleaming in every month of

the year — and you've got yoursell a botanica
utopia “There are places to enjoy nature, and
then there's Vancouver [sland,” says Jesse Ferguson,
a travel specialist working in the area. The regal
Butchart Gardens, located just & short ride from
Wictona's famed inner harbour, recently celebrated
their | 00-vear anniversary and have long been re-
garded as one of the finest gardens in the world,
Victoria, a city teeming with old-world charm,
truly has much to explore,

But nowe it's time to dream a little golf - the real
reason why 4 visit ta the island has been drifting
through vour mind. There is no better intiation to
this journey than the amazing \Westin Bear Maun
tain Victora Goll Besort & Spa. A |ack and Steve
Micklaus co-designed galf course, Bear Moun-

tain is an 22-million dallar golfing paradise that
turnbles through a rugzed alpine setting. Shooting
up Mount Finlayson, with glorious views of Victona
at the top, the layout at Baar Mountain (s an ex-
nilarating ride that will be seared in your memory
far years, " There are |8 signature holes,” says jack.
Sounds like a clicheé — that i, urtil you play it With
last vear's urveiling of a new clubhouse, Vestin
Hotel and Sante Spa and a second Micklaus
designed course with Micklaus Academy is set to
open surnmer 2008, this escape has become even
better

After exploring Victona's inner harbour; a place re-
newriad for its charming restaurants, grand hotels,
museums, bautigues, and buskers, yvou'll want to
bast your game at a couple of other great courses
in the area — Dlympic View and Arbutus Ridge,
Speaking of dream-like swings, when he was an
armateur; Tiger Woods made a trip toVictona and
played ChyrpicView Impressed with the layout,
bt none too intimidated by it Tiger blasted a tes
shiot of ndiculous length on the closing hole, easily
knocked his ball onto the par5 green in two, and
rmade a ho-hum eagle, Besides the waterfalls, rock
Bluffs, and the spirited route, it's worth expernenc-
ing this course just to try and pull off same Tige-
like: magic of your awnl

From Victaria, the trail heads north, along the
scenic |sland Highway and over Malahat Mountain.
A round at Arbutus Ridge - which is on the way
to The Cowichan Warm Land, your next overmight

stop on the trail - is a reminder that you are, in-
deed, on a trail of supreme beauty. By now; you're
getting accustomed to the dazzling shorelines
that are christened with waler-smaathed rock.
“fou've seen maoss-coated trees banging abave the
foarmy sea. You've witnessed a fiery sunset over a
harbour swarming with sails, You're baginning 1o
see that you chose the right trail,

About 5] kilgmetres north of Victora, tucked in
& porgeaus valley, are two maore courses worthy
af being on this trail The adventure of what is
knchwn as The Warm Land (named because of

its award-winming vinsyards and fertile farmland)
beging with the Cowichan and Duncan Meadows
Golf Clubs. Both courses here offer pastoral golf
experiences that speak volumes abount the easy-
paced lifestyle that's ingrained on the island. They
are warm and friendly places with outstanding
playing conditions and just the right amaount of

challenge. But both have their own distinct charac-

ter Cowichan Galf and Country Club is an oldes
classic course with tree-lined hales and smallish
greens, Duncan Meadaws 15 a more conternpa-
rary layout, t's been singled aut by SCOREGelf
Magazine as ane of the mast underrated courses
in all of Canada. (Tip: Befare playing in The WWarm
Land, head to the Cherry Paint Wineyards and
grab a shot — or two - of their award-winning
Blackbery Port, then watch yourself play the golf
af your dreams.)

After a gorgeaus 2-hour drive, you'll come to the
Parksville and Qualicum Beach area, Here you can
sarmple a fantastic tric of courses — and explors
ane of the finest manne environments on the
istand,

Fairwinds Golf & Country Club, Memingstar
Champhionship Galf Course, and Preasant Glen
Golf Resort, are all ripe with character and pro-
vide for excellent experiences, Designed by archi-
tect Les Furber; Fairwinds is a tucked-away haven
that caters to boating enthusiasts and gel-lovers
alike. The |18-hole layout at Fairwinds is easily one
of the mast scenic courses on the island, Perhags
cverlooked because it plays just under 5,200
yards, Fairwinds is the type of golf course that re-
wards srmart shatrmaking not brute strength, (An-
cther tip: After your round at Fairwinds, explors
the marina, take a hike along the coast, watch the
sea lions, ar rent a beoat and do same fishing This
i5 the Pacific paradise of your dreams.)

Mormingstar, also a Les Furber design, is the feisty

T00-varder that can challenge the best. its gertly
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rolling, winds through thick forests, and incorpc
rates many water features. Morningstar has ho:
numerous teurmaments, including the Canadiar
Tour, and might be the toughest track on the
sland. Bring a swaet swing!

After a pleasant round at the newly rencvated
Pheasant Glen course (home to an excellent g
academy if your swing is not too drearmy), the
larnd Highway will beckon once again, At kilome
219 (from Mictora) you'll have reached the Me
Certral Island - home to twao of the top-ranke
courses en the island.

The Crown Isle Resort, which quite possibly
features the grandest clubhouse in Canada, car
certainty be a highlight on the trail, Here archin
Graham Cooke sculpted a supert track that fl
through spindly pines and gently rolling tarrain
Beautifully shaped with plenty of varnety Crow
Isle is, according to SCOREGoI Magazine, ana
of the top- | 00 courses in the Mation. Staying
course-side in a luxury villa is definitely the wa
o gol

The mast northerly course on the trail is a fav
rite for many, The Storey Creek Golf Club is o
of Les Furber's finest, Located just south of Ca
bell River; Storey Creek affers ane of those rar
axpenances where every hole s totally isolate
The course, which plays to a par of 72 and tip:
aut at &, 700 yards, crosses creeks and meande
thraugh a rmagnificent mixed forest "Feople le:
here pleasantly surprised at the quality of the
course, says Head Professianal, Paul Dashbkew
wich,“It's an extraordinary galf experience.’

I & way, that's what The Vancouver lsland Golf
Traul is all about. Great galf - sormetimes aston
inghy goad — on one of the waorld's mest soug
after islands. \With all that this Pacific paradise |
ta offer the Vancouver |sland Golf Trail wall sure
be considered one of the best golf adventures
to be found ampwhers. And, regardless of the
courses you play the stops you make, you'll be
able 1o lie down at the end of a memorable d
pull the covers aver your eyes, and, very happi
dream a little dream.

For more information on
GolfVancouver Island contact:

www.golfvancouverisland.ca
|-888-465.3239

wiww,zolfguide.ca






