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Perspective

Shoreline links with Sﬂ!ﬂﬂfﬂg VIEWS of distant mountain
ranges, old-style parkland courses enclosed by massive firs and oaks,
and mountainside courses with game-testing elevation changes are all
part of the vibrant golf scene on Vancouver Island. If you're visiting
for a couple of days picking a course is a tough assignment. To help
make the decision easier we elicited some advice from Island pros who
named their favourite courses and holes outside their home track.

While there was general agreement about the courses, the selections

for favourite hole were more varied than a John Daly scorecard.
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The Professionals

The highly-touted
seventh and eighth
holes al Victorla
Golf Club.

Top Vancouver Island pros flag
their favourite courses and holes
by travis mclean

Here's What They Had To Say

Ward Stouffer
Fairwinds Golf Club
Heading into his 16th year as
Head Professional at Fairwinds
i Golf Club, Ward Stouffer is
no stranger to the quality and quantity of
championship courses dotting the island
landscape. After much thought, and some
gentle prodding, he selected the Storey
Creek Golf Course in Campbell River as his
favourite, A Les Furber design, the course has
plaved host to a BC Amateur championship
and is highly regarded for its scenic surround-
ings. In Stouffer's words, "the fairways are all
nicely divided by trees and I think there is
only one hole on the entire course that 1
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don't really like." Picking a favourite hole
prowved to be an easier task, as Stouffer quickly

| awarded top prize to the seventh at Victoria

Golf Club, Named Mount Baker, the seventh
is the cluby’s signature hole, a challenging 369-
yard par-four with an oceanside harard run-
ning the length of the hole on the left and a
wickedly contoured green. “The green is just
rdiculously mounded, the setting against the
water is amazing, and there is just so much
history. Anytime [ get a chance to play it 1
always enjoy 1t," savs Stouffer.

Local attractions When visiting Stouffer at
the Fairwinds Golf Club, make sure to stop in
for a relaxing day at the nearby Tigh-Na-
Mara Resort and Spa just up the road. In his
words, “it’s a world-class spa experience, very
spectacular and guests always have great
things to say about it.” Tigh-Na-Mara offers
guests 2 full range of daily activities from
caving at Horne Lake Caves, to kayaking,
whale watching and horseback riding, and is
home to the Grotto Spa, a 20,000-square-foot
space featunng a mineral bath, a two-storey
waterfall and 17 treatment rooms,

Above: The 12th at Roval Colwood

Golf Club, Mike Parker's favourite |sland
hole, Right: Jamie Hefleman gives the
nod to Colwood's 16th.

Mike Parker
Victoria Golf Club

Much like his selection for
favourite Island course - the
Royal Colwood Golf Club in
Victoria - Mike Parker has been a staple of
Vancouver Island golf for decades, having
worked as the Head Professional at Victoria
Golf Club since 1969, And just as classy
professionals like Parker never go out of style,
neither do pristine natural layouts like
Colwond, a course Parker describes as "an
old-school classic lavout, tree-lined and

tough, just classic golf at its best,” And Parker
didn't venture far in selecting a favourite
hole, elevating Royal Colwood's 12th hole
to his top spot, a 446-vard par-four with a
blind tee shot, a narrowing fairway, and an
approach shot that requires some substantial
threading through a stand of firs that guard
the green - and that's all before reaching the
treacherously sloping green with a false
front. “It's nicely outlined with trees, diffi-
cult but beautiful," says Parker.

Local attractions After your round in
Victoria, take Parker's advice and head up to
the Penny Farthing Olde English Pub in Oak
Bay, a Tudor-style pub designed with dark,
rich wood and Victorian etched-glass doors
and windows,

Norm Jackson
Cowichan Golf and

Country Club

MNorm Jackson has been at the
helm of the Cowichan Golf
and Country Club pro shop for nearly two
decades and, over that ime, no Island course

has impressed him more than Roval Cal-
wood, Arthur Vernon Macan's immaculate
design. In his words, “Royal Colwood 15 just a
beautiful, classic design that is abways tough.”

And no single hole has impressed him
mote than the 18th at Colwood, a hole he
describes as “uphill where you've got to hit
two good shots or vou're in danger of mak-
ing a bad score.” In reality, Colwood's finish-
ing hole is an oft-devastating 448-yvard
par-four that requires a big drive over a fair-
way ridge-line to a plateau fairway, setting up
a tricky second shot to a shallow green metic-
ulously guarded by a large Garry Oak near
the front right and out-of-bounds to the rear,
Local attractions When you get the chance
to play Cowichan Golf and Country Club,
another of Macan's Island designs, take
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Jackson's advice and stop by the Cherry
Point Vinevard for a post-round wine-tast-
ing. Owned by the local Cowichan First
Nations people, the vineyard is planted on a
glacial moraine atop the surrounding clay
countrysice and is the second largest winery
on Vancouver Island.

Jamie Heffernan
Olympic View bolf Club

Jamie Heffernan, the PGA of
BC's 2007 Junior Promoter of
the Year, was another of the
long list of professionals naming Roval
Colwood his favourite Island course. From
his perspective, Colwood's simple, straighttor-
ward layout enhances the natural character
of the course, requiring relatively small

B

updates to its original 1913 design. “It just
has great character, and with its tree-lined
fairways, everything is perfectly laid out in
front of you. There are no needlessly tricked-
aut holes,” says Heffernan,

Heffernan singles out the 16th at
Colweood as his favourite hole, “From tee to

Top: A stop al the Grotlo Spa at
Tigh-Na-Mara Resort or a kayaking trip,
{above) on Island waters am parfect
aprés-golf opportunities.

Taop right: Fairwinds Goll Club,
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green it is very picturesque” he says. “You
have to shape vour tee shot and, esthetically,
it is just beautiful." A relatively short 385-
yard par-four lined with towering Douglas
firs and complemented with a treacherous
sloping green, the 16th is a measure in
classic, old-style golf, and adds a unique his-
torical touch with a 500-year-old plaque
near the back of the green.

Local attractions When Colwood's biting
back nine has taken the best of vour game,
head to Olympic View to see Heffernan for
a lesson and stay for some great food at
Forester's Bistro and Bar, “The restaurant is
very popular for both golfers and the general
public. The menu has everything from fresh
fish, steak, vegetarian dishes and there is a
dlaily special that is always great.”

Below: Restaurants, wineries and whale
watching are just a few ol the Island’s offerings
Right: The scenic splendour at Bear Mountain
Gaolf Resort’s Mountain Course.

Butch Kelly

Storey Creek Golf Club

Ad Storey Creek's Butch Kelly
to the list of pros heaping
praise on Royal Colwood. The

A

1 7-vear Head Professional describes his

favourite [sland course as “just old-stvle, old
golf at its best.” But Kelly did come up with
an unexpected selection for his favourite
hole, giving the nod to the 13th hole at
Gold River Golf Club, The course, located in
Gold River, 90 kilometres west of Campbell
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