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NEWS 

Vancouver Island anticipation: 
Bear Mountain's new Valley 
Course goes even higher than 
monster Nicklaus original 

By Chris Baldwin,  
Senior Writer 

The new Bear Mountain Golf & Country Club 
Valley Course, designed by Jack Nicklaus and 
his son Steve, with its giant par 5s and its steep, up-and-down greens, will  be worth 
the wait. 

VICTORIA, B.C. - The new course at Bear Mountain Golf & Country 
Club is called Valley Course, which is about as much a misnomer as 
branding a Michael Jackson concert, "a kid-friendly environment." 
For the name Valley Course brings to mind a nice, meandering, flat 
journey, especially if you've played Bear's original Mountain Course 
and been eaten alive by Jack Nicklaus and his son Steve's never-
ending run of showcase holes. 

Instead ... well, let's just say you should forget any visions of flat and 
boring. 

"It's called the Valley Course, but it has even more elevation change than the Mountain Course," 
Bear Mountain Course Superintendent Darren Burns said, laughing. "There's not a flat hole out 
here." 

That couldn't have been more evident in WorldGolf.com's exclusive tour of the under-construction 
Valley Course. With all but the ninth hole largely blasted out of the hulking rock that defines Bear 
Mountain, in anticipation of opening late this year, the drama in the new Nicklaus design became 
unmistakable. 

Just navigating up and down the rollercoaster fairways sometimes proved to be a challenge in Burns' 
big pickup truck. Standing on the high raised tees, many with grass already grown on them, provides 
some lessons in vertigo, too. 

The drop from the back tees to the fairway on No. 3 
measures 185 feet. On the long, 226-yard par 3 sixth, 
it's an 150-foot plunge to the green. 

Welcome to golf where your ball will often look like its 
soaring with the eagles who call the area home. 

Valley Course wasn't originally planned to be such a 
drama queen. "Not at all," Burns said. "The funny thing 
is that as we were getting into it, there was thought 
that this would be the walking course." 

Burns looks down a plunging cart path that could serve 
as a bobsled run and grins. 

"Turns out it's not such a walking course," he said. 

Lance Armstrong might balk at walking Bear Mountain's Valley at his Tour de France peak. You're 
taken up, down and all around a towering forest land on a mountainous area over Victoria. (Bear's 
about a half hour from downtown). 

Just the Valley Course alone is expected to cost more than 
$18 million, and it's one of the most talked about projects 
period (golf or otherwise) on Vancouver Island in years. 
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Burns does much of the day-to-day overseeing of the new 
course's development with someone from Nicklaus Design 
(usually senior design associate Chris Cochran) coming 
every three weeks or so to approve or call for redos on 
things, while keeping the mystery alive. 

When other head professionals or sales guys on the island 
heard that I had toured Valley Course, they were quick with 
a slew of questions. Many centered around the query, "Is it 
really going to be harder than (famed hacker batterer) the 
Mountain Course?" 

Once the Nicklaus team got into it, it's almost like they 
couldn't help themselves. Not with this much potential for 
spectacular holes already there. Not with Steve Nicklaus 

surely wanting to top the original his dad helped design. 

Bear Mountain's valley of danger 

Bear Mountain's Valley Course is anything but your conventional building site. The land was 
completely stacked with tall trees over a rocky terrain. The first time Burns and Bear Mountain owner 
Len Barrie - a former journeyman NHL player (184 career games played) turned groundbreaking 
Vancouver Island business tycoon - toured the Valley Course site, they had to take along big 
machetes for protection. 

A very large and protective mother cougar had a den 
right on what's now the 11th hole. 

Eventually, when the construction really got going, the 
cougar moved on. But the big den in a hollowed-out 
tree/rock system is still visible on No. 11. You can 
even crawl in and see all the bones, mostly skulls and 
legs from the prey the mammoth cougar collected over 
years. It's basically a deer's worst nightmare. 

Burns hopes that the resort will put up a sign to point 
out the cougar den. 

Of course, golfers will soon be able to get feasted on 
from a different species - back-to-back par 5s (12 and 
13) from the Nicklaus team. There will be five par 5s on Bear Mountain's Valley Course, giving 
convention another wink and a slap. 

Twelve goes straight uphill - and will have many golfers thinking it lasts forever - while 13's a downhill 
490-yarder that gives even golfing mortals the illusion they can go for it. 

Then, you get to 15 - a par 5 from a high, raised tee - that the lead builder expects will be over 600 
yards when it's all said and done. Stand on this plateau tee, looking over the lake, you have to clear 
(only about 250 yards just to fly it from the back tees) with the mountains and the tall trees far ahead 
guarding the green, and the Valley Course takes on the look of a course stretching for the sky. 

Its greens are much larger than the Mountain Course's putting surfaces. The fairways are wider in 
some cases, too. And Valley Course only has about half the bunkers (35 or so). In fact, it's going to 
be a completely different golf experience in almost every way. The grasses used at the two courses 
are completely different, so is the bunker sand, right up to its color. 

Burns will have two separate maintenance staffs at his disposal - one for Bear and one for Valley 
Course - to make sure the two golf courses maintain their own identity. 

Standing on the tees now - especially the sky-high eighth, which will no doubt draw plenty of 
signature-hole buzz - Burns sounds like a kid at Christmas, itching to rip into a new present. "I can't 
wait to play this course," he said, "to hit this shot." 

He's not alone. Bear Mountain members and resort guests have been found wandering past all the 
construction signs and off-limit markers, just to sneak a little peak. 

"Our members are really bugging us to just get the 
thing open," Bear Mountain Head Professional Steve 
MacPherson said. 

The hope is to open nine holes in late August, which 
will include a large stretch of the back nine, and then 
get the whole 18 operational by the end of the year. 

Until then, Burns has put up yellow police tape around 
the tees and greens that are largely finished, a trick to 
keep out the deer. He learned it opening four other golf 
courses. Whether he'll be able to keep himself from 
the temptation of zinging a few Pro V1s from the high 
tees is a whole other question. 

May 19, 2008 
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Any opinions expressed above are those of the writer and do not necessarily 
represent the views of the management. The information in this story was 
accurate at the t ime of publicat ion. All contact information, directions and prices 
should be confirmed directly with the golf course or resort before making 
reservations and/or travel plans. 
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