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Bear Mountain - Valley Hole 17

e team has been grinding away for months. In spite of
the times, business is holding its own. Profits, while not
soaring, are hanging in there, For the most part, it's due

to some heroic efforts by the team. They've proven themselves.
They need a break. Golf is good. But where to go?

Yes, in a perfect world the charter would be summoned
and the flight to Scotland would go off without a glitch. The
historic rounds on the Old Course at St. Andrews, Carmoustie,
Gleneagles, and Muirfield would be forever treasured. The
grand hotels, the whiskey, and the world-class cuisine would
ice the cake. Too bad there isn't a hundred grand in the
budget. Like nearly every business out there, things have
tightened up, especially when it comes to corporate get-
aways. Yes, indeed, time to get the feet back on the ground.

Naturally, that means sticking a little closer to home. Thank-
fully, closer to home also presents some outstanding options.
Vancouver Island might just be the cream of the crop.

With over 33 championship courses to choose from -
including a number with world-class meeting facilities - a
warm climate that allows for year-round golf, outstanding

76 = MARCH 2009 BUSINESS IN CALGARY

Storey Cresk Hole 14

hotels, restaurants, and attractions, the necessary frame
work is certainly in place for a winner of a trip.

Also, access to great golf and a number of the island's best
resorts is quick and easy when flying into Vancouver Island’s
two main (but conveniently small) airports. Short flights into
Victoria and Comox (Westjet, Air Canada, and Horizon are the
main carriers) from cities such as Calgary, Edmonton, Winni-
peg, and so one, mean your stafT or valued clients can actually
be on the tee just minutes after touch down.

There's no hetter example of this than the Crown Isle Resort
in Comox, perhaps the most beautiful, enjoyable - and con-
veniently located! - golf resort on the island. With luxurious
course-side accommeodation, plenty of meeting space in their
massive 48,000-square foot clubhouse, and situated just a five-
minute shutte ride from the Comox Valley Airport, Crown Isle
has plenty of enticing attributes. To top it off, the 7,024-yard
Graham Cooke-designed championship golf course is simply
stunning. So it's not surprsing that many companies call on
Crown Isle year after year for their corporate getaways.

Many of those corporate golf “work days™ look like this: 18
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“Best Island Destination “One of the Continent’s
in North America” Best Values”
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[elta Wictoria Doean Point Resort

holes in the moming, lunch and a brief
meeting in the early aftermoon, then
another round of golf followed by cock-
tails and dinner in the evening, (Life is
so tough on these junkets!). If that's the
formula you like to use, then securing tee
times at another nearby course is some-
thing you'll likely want to consider.

Another excellent course (located 30
minutes north of Crown Isle] is Sto-
rey Creek, a layout that nature lovers
always fall in love with. Every hole on
the 6,699-yard Les Furber route is Lran-
quil and tree-lined, making for one of
the most peaceful rounds of golf you'll
ever experience. Perhaps this is exactly
what yvour work-weary stall needs!

Just an hour, or so, south of Comox
is another area to consider. Beauti-
ful Oceanside (Parksville, Qualicum,
Bt Manoose Bay) is home to three of
the most scenic courses on the island,
a number of outstanding resorts and
meeting facilities, and some very cool
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restaurants, including The Landing,
with its amazing floor-to-ceiling salt-
water aquarinm,

Pheasant Glen, on¢ of the “secret
gems” on the island, boasts a secluded
18-holer that parades through a quict
meadow before meandering through
rolling woodland on the exciting back
nine. There is also an outstanding golf
academy at Pheasant Glen, led by their
popular director of instruction, Brent
Morrison. For the “players” in the
group, it doesn't get much better than
Morningstar. A past Canadian Tour
site, Morningstar is a pristine parkland
course with ample length, difficult
greens, and plenty of sand and water
to keep you on your toes,

Fairwinds is a classic resort course,
not too long, not too dilficult, but beau-
tifully maintained with stellar views and
a soothing seaside atmosphere. It's the
perfect course when you have players of
all skill levels in the group.

Fishing

For companies really wishing to hit
a home run with their staff or clients,
upscale golf resorts don't get much finer
than Bear Mountain. Here, just 30 min-
utes from downtown Victoria (40 minutes
from the Victoria International Airport],
you've got two world-class Jack and
Stewe NMicklaus-designed golf courses,
the luxurions Westin Hotel, the sublime
Santé spa, a jaw-dropping 160,000 s6q.-
ft., six-storey clubhouse with enough
state-of-the-art meeting space to satisfy
a good chunk of corporate America at
the same {ime, and plenty of fabulous
dining options. Indeed, life at Bear
Mountain is about the furthest thing
from “roughing it” you could imagine.

Perhaps the most exciting develop-
ment at Bear Mountain, a self-sufficient
lifestyle community that is constantly
expanding and evelying, is the recent
addition of the Valley Course, which
will celebrate its grand opening in
April 2009, Routed through a swath of
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If you
haven't already
realized it, you'll

know now...
that you've found
a very special
golf destination.
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