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SWING AT THE ECONOMY

ONE SHOVEL AT A TIME:
DAN HIXSON CRAFTS A MASTERPIECE

APRIL SHOWERS? NOT AT
NORTHWEST GOLF NEWS & VIEWS THESE CENTRAL WA GEMS

'O, Canadal

s From the fabulous Furry Creek to
- Victoria and beyond, B.C. beckons
- the cash-strapped golf traveler
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Enter our 64™ Anniversary Giveaway

and get a FREE TaylorMade Stratus Golf Glove!
See page 21 for details,




TRAVEL BAG

For 4 world-class mternatlonal golf getaway,'

there's no need to look past our own
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o Victoria, B.C's
Bear Mounmain Gorr Clug

cascadegolfercom APRIL 2000 37




TRAVEL BAG

-l'l.v: minutes from Arbutus Ridge's Mov. 14 Greening
Committee meeting say a lot about where the
course's prionties lie, Sprinkled liberally throughout the
dooument are words and phases like “composting,”
“recycling,  “habifat  management”  “dudubon
certification” and “agaressive consenvation program.”

Chairing the Greening Committee s Grace
Wilcox, whio works in the golf shop and who is clearly
determined to make a difference at Arbutus Ridge,
located in the Cobble Hill community 10 miles north
af Victoria, British Columbaz’s capital city

“I just didn't want to feel helpless about waste and
the impact it has on our evironment,” she says, “Golf
courses have a bad reputation when it comes to the
environment. | really felt | needed to do something”

On top of her duties in the pro shop, Wilcox
seemingly exists to reduce Arbutus Ridge's carbon
faotprint.

“That's our goal,” says Wilcox. “To become totally
self-sufficent and completely carbon-neutral.”

It's taking 2 while, but the improvements to the
course and clubhouse that have resulted from the
commities’s actions are beginning to be noticed

“We have over 80 bird spedes out on the course
now,” says Wikeox ‘There are 30 species of mammal;
moase, bears, rabbits, cougars, deer, raccoons and soon.
But we don't make a big deal of what we do. Our guests
are cerfainty beginning to natice the impact, though.*

All this is obviously good news — and not just
for golfers with a similar desire to improve the
environment around them. Those for whom green
issues don't weigh as heavily as, say, the speed of the
putting surfaces or the price of a post-round beer,
also benefit

"W definitely think the wisitor's experience has
been enhanced,” says Wilcox.

Visitnrexpcriencc = 2 big deal for Vancouver lskand
courses which, like other destination courses in
Morth America, have a great deal of carnpetition and

can't rely salely on scenery to attract quests (athough
in the case of Vancouver lsland, the scenery does go
& long way).

You'd think it wouldn't take much o enhance the
polfer's experience here — this is the Pacfic Morthwest
(or rather, the Canadian Souttwest) at its best, with
regal mountaing capped with snow; farests dense with
evergreens; lakes, nvers and streams so dear you can
see the markings on a Steelhead, Cutthroat, Coho or
Sockeye eight feet down; wildlife darting acrass the
fairways or poking a head cut from behind the pines.

Itis anly in the last few years, however — specifically,
since the 2003 opening of the Jack Nicklaus-designed
Mauritain Course at Bear Mauntain Colf Resart, just
& few miles north of Vicora — that Vancouver Island
has become a genuine option in most Canadian and
Armerican golfers' travel plans.

“LIntil then it was fairly quiet,” says Jordan Ray,
director of golf at Arbutus Ridge. “There were a number
of good courses but it was an island to which people
fram Vancouver and ather parts of Canada retired. So
we had a lot of retirees out playing but not that many
visitors, Bear Mountain sparked a lot of interest from
traveling golfers and helped Vancouver lsland became

a popular galfing destination,”

Mo kidding. GOLF magazine has said the island
represents one of the continent’s “best golfing values.”
Albrerfa Golfer said it has “some of the most magnificent
aolf vacation packages imaginable"

“The diversity of the golf courses, fishing and
nurmerous other outdoor activities make Vancouver
[skand an incredible playground for army astor,” said Golf
Living, The Clobe and Mal put it simphy: “Vidona and
Vancouver |sland offer superb golf and so much more "

You have to ask how one course could have had
s0 great an impact on the island's golfing fortunes,
But really there’s only one response; "Have you seen
Bear Mountain?”

—i-hu: T.202vard, thrll-a-minute layout, set in the
foothills of 1375-foat Mount Finlayson, is as fun
and exciting a golf course 25 most golfers will ever play.
When it opened on Aug, 1, 2003, it was the first new
venue the island had seen in 12 years, and it had an
imnmediate impact.

“Ever since it opened, we have averaged aver
40,000 rounds a year,” says director of golf Steve
MacPherson. Coupled with the economic boom
British Columbia enjoved at the start of the century,
it was only natural, MacPhersan adds, that other
developers would try to emulate what had happened
at Bear Mountain.

There are currently eight courses in constrecion
or at the developmental stage on Vancouver kland
and outlying islands), most of them big-money
affairs not dissimilar to Bear Mountain, which itself is
opening its second course — the Valley, designed by
lack's san Steve - officially this summer, thowgh i will
actually be open for play beginning in April. Among
the planned courses are the potentially world-class
Windandsea in Ucluelet on the island’s west coast
vanother Jack Micklaus project), Cable Bay near
Manaimo, Raven Ridge and Sage Hills in the Comox
Valley, and the Greg Morman-designed Cliffs at
Maple Bay, Sadly, the faltering economy has slowed
progress at most of them, and doubis remain aver
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whether some will ever be completed.

Mot to worry, however. The 140-mile stretch of
the sland’s east coast between Victoria and Campbell
River is chock-full of golf worthy of whichever route
far travel you choose (see sidebar), Bleven courses
between the two points make up the Vancouver lsland
Golf Trail, which offers a number of attractive stay-and-
play packages on its web site, golfvancouverisland.ca.

Besides Bear Mountain, the cty named in honor of
England's Queen Victonia boasts a number of first-rate
public courses, all of which benefit from the Victoria's
femperate climate (24 inches of rain a year — compared
to Seattle’s 38 — and almaost 200 days of sunshine) and
the sort of views you tend not to forget.

Olympic View begins with just such a wista, across
the Strait of Juan de Fuca to the peaks of the Clympi
Range. The &,600-yard, par-72 course opened in 1990
and was designed by Bill Robinson, a former partner
of Geoffrey Cornish and one of those architects whose
name often goes unmentioned on course web sites,
but whose portfolio of work warrants a much greates
reputation. Case in point 15 Chempic View, which has
topped this and that ranking, won all sorts of awards
and become a firm favonte with a number of regular
visitors to the sland, most notably about.com writer

lair Howard, who describes the course as a “journey
of beauty and challenge” — which s a romantic way of
saying, “It's really good.”

The trail also indudes Duncan Meadows and
the short but quite agresable Cowichan Valley Golf
Course, whose front nine was laid out by AV Macan

SWING INTO SPRING
Apnf Stay & Play Package
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in 1947 (the back nine, designed by a club member,
followed 38 vears later). Further north are the lovely,
Les Furber-designed Fairwinds in Nanoose Bay, the
heavily-wooded and beautiful Morningstar, Qualicum
Beach's Pheasant Glen, Furber's Storey Creek in
Campbell River and the &31-acre Crown lsle Resort
and Golf Community, in the shadow of the mighty
Comax Glaoer and alluning Beaufort Mountains.

B ack on the mainland, Whistler is gearing up for the
2000 Wanter Obympics, but there's still a summer of
20lf to be played before the waorld's finest skiers, skaters,
bobsledders and lugers shaw up.

In the town itself, the golfer has three choices,
Nicklaus North, Fairmont Chateau Whistler and its first
course; Whistler Golf Club, designed by Amold Palmer
and opened in 1983,

Nicklaus North, venue for the 1957 and 2005 Telus
Skins Games, will be hosting the German Bobsleigh
team next February, but before then will spend S120,000
an bringing the bunkers and faivays up to snuff. The
course will open for the seasen on May 1 and should,
according to directar of golf Andrew Smart, be in peak
condition by the middle of June.

“We have had slightly less snow than usual this
winter,” he says. “We did have to dlear two greens but
they seem to have survived very well under the snow
pack. So, weather permitting, we should be in summer
farm within six or seven weeks of opening.”

The gorgeous Robert Trent Jomes, Jr-designed
Chateau Whistler, enrolled in the Audubon Cooperative

the Running Y

This golf and recreational community features Oregon'’s only award-winning Arnold Palmer golf course. Enjoy luxurious

accommodations, a large array of amenities and the exceprional four season recreation of Southern Oregon.

877.893.6526 * Book Online at www.RunningY.com using Promo Code: SWING

O, Canada!

The only thing better than playing golf in British
Columbia? Getting there. Whether by boat, plane
or train there are no shortages of transportation
options that will add some scenic flavar to your trip.
And if you want to skip the fuss and just throw the
clubs in the trunk and go? No problem — Whistler
and Victoria are closer to Seattle than to Spokane.
Just don't forget your passport, and leave your
warries at the border.

GETTING TO VICTORIA FROM SEATTLE

Fly from Seatac on Horizon Air
(horizanair.com) or take a seaplane from Lake Union
(kenmaoreair.com).

Sail on the Victoria Clipper
(clippervacations.com)

Drive to Anacortes, board a Washington
State Ferry I:mund far :lan", B.C.
(wsdobwa.g

i 3.C. board a B.C.

Ferry bound for Swartz an‘ ({beferries.com)
GETTING TO WHISTLER FROM SEATTLE

Five-hour drive on I-5 Highway 1 (BC)
and Highway 99 (BC)

Drive to North Vancouver boa
Mountaineer train (whistlermountaineer.c

Whistler
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