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“If our views were the equivalent of a big sﬁcr._eenfo\:I,'.f
BC’s would be the HDTV variety.”

n the movie Chocolat, a beautiful confectionary artist moves
to a small town in France, opens a ¢hocolate shop and begins
creating her decadent treats.
Throughout the film even the mayor, a man hell bent on clos-
ing her down, ultimately succumbs to her irr le confecrions,

The golf courses in British Columbia (BC) have the same effect.
They are intoxicatingly beautiful and, like a box of chocolates, there
are many to choose from in Canada’s third largest province.

Of the 2,000 golf courses
throughour Canada there are
more than 250 in British Co-

e located gener-

ally in five regions: the Brirish

Columbia Rockies (Shuswap,
Kelowna and the Okanagan),

; Kamloops and High Country,
of the "I' “toria and Vancouver Island,
ident and Vancouver.

British Columbia’s climate
creates conditions thar make
many of its cou playable
rine months of the year,
though the courses in and
around Whistler/Blackcomb
are covered in snow all winter.
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THE APPEAL

So what is the appeal to Colorado golfers? Plenty, Though similar
to mountain layouts and weather conditions here at home, the
scenery in British Columbia is mind-boggling.

If our views were the equivalent of a big screen TV, BC's would
be the HDTV variety. One course, Furry Creek Golf and Country
Club, overlooks Howe Sound, a spectacular body of water lead-
ing to the Pacific Ocean. Running from Vancouver to Squamish,
Howe Sound, North America's southernmost fiord, is peppered
with island clusters and mountains that poke out of the warer.
Another course, Big Sky Golf & Country Club, has a mountain
range shooring 7,600 feet above sea level from its fairways,

Then there is the favorable currency exchange with a strong LLS,
dollar buying more golf vacation than vou can swing a $-iron at.

There also is the colorful legacy of the Chilcorin, Haida,
Nootka, Sekani, Shuswap and Tlingit, the country’s First Na-
tions peoples who first occupied BC, which became a

province in 1871,

THE TOUR

Appropriately named the Sea ro Sky Highway, this ribbon of
road winds 68 miles starting at sea Jevel at Horseshoe Bay just
north of Vancouver and ending up at Whistler/Blackcomb, ele-
vation 7,160 feer.

Also known as Highway 99, it rakes driver along Howe Sound,
through the small rown of Squamish and pasr Garibaldi Provin-
cial Park, home of the aforementoned mountain resorts.

On day one, golfers could find themselves abour 30 minutes
north of Whistler/Blackcomb is the Big Sky Golf & Country
Club, a gem of a course in Pemberton, Nestled on the valley floor,
the par 72 course, designed by Robert Cupp, plays 7,001 yards
from the tips and 5,208 yards from the forward tees.

Shertly after it opened in 1994, it was named one of the Top
50 Courses in Canada, and with good reason. “In terms of a club
you want to play day after day, this is a grear example of that,”
says Dean Larsen, director of golf. “The subtleties of the design
muake it so great. It is a superior course for good players, bur also
a welcoming resort course.™

Indeed it is. The layout has its fair share of warer hazards and
sand traps, but it isn't particularly penalizing. Fairways are gener-
ally wide and forgiving, yet the course has plenty of risk-reward
holes. If players can stop gazing at Mount Currie long enough,
they might just card a favorable score.

Voo O Vir

Hole 4 (named Purgatory) and Hole 9 (named Cayoosh) are
two notable holes on the front nine. Both par 5s, Purgatory brings
a stream into play three times, while Cayoosh has a pond running
tee to green on the left side.

Number 1] (Cat Tail), 18 a tricky par 3 bordered by warer
tec to green on the left and Number 16 (Deep Breath) is a par 4
dogleg right doozy with water all along the right side.

Days two and three may see players teeing off on
Whistler/Blackcomb’s trio of fabulous courses: Chateau
Whistler Golf Club, Nicklaus North Golf and Country Club
and Whistler Golf Club.

Opened in 1985, Whistler Golf Club was Canada’s first
course designed by Arnold Palmer. Playing 6,676 yards from
the back tees and 5,348 from the forward tees, it is a very
player-friendly course with enough hazards to make a round
interesting, but hardly punishing,

Similar to what golfers see playing in Aspen, Telluride and
Vail, view corridors on this course include images of ski and
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snowboard trails, namely Whistler and Blackcomb. Forests
with cedar and Douglas Firs towering 60 to 80 feer surround
the course, and nine lakes join a pair of creeks in keeping play-
ers fucused on shot making,

As with most BC courses, this one is hopping during sum-
“After Labor
Day, there's a marked difference in how quier it becomes on the

mer, but traffic is light in the shoulder seasons.

"

golf courses,” says Breton Murphy, a spokesman for Tourism
Whistler, “The fall is exceptional for golfers, but what makes

British Columbia even more attractive are activities like whale

Where to btaj and | "139

LODGCING OFTIONS
Westin Resort & Spa/Whlstler - 888-634-5577
~www.westinwhistler.com

* Four Seasons Hotel & Spa Whtstlcr 888-935- 2460
WWW. fourseascms.commdustlar
Opus'Hotel - 866-642-6787
www.opushotel.com

Laurel Point Inn - 800-66 1-766?
WWW, Iaurdpmntmm

The Fairmont Empress Hotel :Ind Spa - 800-257-7544
www.fairmont.com/empress

 WHATTODO
Flights to Whistler from Vancouver
www.whistlerair.ca

F'!yﬁshmg :
.Whlﬂlerﬂyflbhmg.cmn

Things to do in Vancouver
www.bcpassport.com
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Twao notable holes, 7
and 10, make rhis a
course o remember, Sev-
en, a par 4 playing 363
has a
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scenery.
yards, hidden
stream dissecting the fairway about 280 yards away.

Named Bear Island, 10 is a dogleg left thar is frequented by black
bears. The par 4 plays 326 vards from the white tees and looks di-
rectly at Whistler Mountain. Four bunkers around the green make
for a precise landing, but a bit of luck will earn a birdie.

When it is time ro lay your head on the pillow, check in ar the
Westin Hotel and Spa Whistler, Its 419 suites provide generous
comfort and are decked out with a Sub-Zero fridse, a Jenn-Air
oven and Thermadaor stove.

One bite of the cuisine at the Aubergine Grille, however, and
its likely guests won't do much cooking. Dinto if they sample the
fare at Quattro, a quaint eatery in the village boasting contempo-
rary lralian delights,

For tght muscles, get thee to the Avello Spa & Health Club,
With more than 75 body and skin treatments, spa goers have a re
laxing future,

Days four and five of the trip lead you to the Chateau Whistler
and Nicklans North courses.
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Designed by Robert Trent Jones Jr., the Chateau Whistler Golf
Club plays 6,635 yards from the tips and 5,157 from the red
tees. When it opened in 1993, it quickly caught the artention of
Links magazine {*,,.mountain golf at its finest.”), and Golf
Digest gave it four and a half stars,

Of the W/B courses, this one truly has a mountain
personality defined by dramatic elevation drops,
forced carries and a significant amount of uphill
play. “We are a mountain golf course,™ says
Adrian Stoddard, golf operations manager. “We
rise up 400 feet from the first hole to the fourth
hole alone.”

This course is not for the feint of heart, though its
Fairmont tees (placed very forward on the ree box) make
the course more forgiving for the higher handicapper.

Nicklaus North, designed by the Golden Bear, plays 6,908
yards from the gold tees and 4,732 from the cinnamon tees,
Of all the tasty holes on this valley course, 17 is particularly
yummy. A par 3, it plays 188 yards towards Green Lake, a
glacial body of water thar looks like jade.

With the W/B courses checked off the list, it's time to head
towards Vancouver, purting the blinker on at Furry Creek
about an hour south,

Designer Robert Muir Graves must have read a lor of Edgar
Allen Poe growing up to come up with the layour for Furry
Creek Golf and Country Club. Like Sharon Stone in Basic In-

N rth-clﬁme m a clase second‘E
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stinct, this course is as treacherous as it is beautiful. The 6,025-
yard (4,749 from the reds) layout starts with a par 4 thar drops
165 feet from tee to green.

Number 6, a par 5 playing 425 yards forces players to carry a
ravine 300+ yards to a tiny uphill green. Then they have to repeat
that ravine-carrying effort on 7, a par 3 playing 200 yards.

Of the many rewards of playing this course, 14 is the richest. A
par 3, it plays 184 yards along Howe Sound. Birdie this dogleg
left hole and you deserve kudos.

THE CITY

Leaving Furry Creek in the rear view mirror, golfers soon ar-
rive in Vancouver, Visitors would be remiss if they didn’t call the
Opus Hotel your home in this effervescent city.

Shortly after its debut in September 2002, Opus was touted as
Vancouver’s most stylish and luxurious boutique hotel. Voted

ROCKY MOUNTAIN GOLF SPRING 2006

Between its 70 sand traps, ponds and creeks on 15 holes,

-torced.carries and noticeable elevation changes, Bear

Mountain can feave claw:marks on even the best golfer.

‘Best of the Best’ and “One of the World’s Top 100 Hotels™ by
Condé Nast Traveler, the 96 room “now and wow™ hotel is lo-
cated in Yaletown, a toney neighborhood near the inner harbor,
shopping and financial centers.

Elixir, voted one of the ciry’s best restaurants, makes its home
here and both hotel guests and outside patrons flock to the popu-
lar French brasserie and its energetic Opus Bar.

Not far from the city are eighr terrific courses: Meadow
Gardens, Morgan Creek, Northview Golf Club (two courses),
Swan-E-Set Bay, Mayfair Lakes, The Redwoods and West-
wood Plateau.

THE ISLAND

Depending on vacation length and degree if interested in is-
land golf, vacarioners ought to work Vancouver Island into
their plans. Without question, one of the most unigue ways of
traveling to the island is by ferry. A relaxing hour and a half
cruise from Vancouver, Vancouver Island is home to Vicroria,
BC’s capital city.
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View and Bear Mountain are two of Vancouver Island’s best.

Designed by Bill Robinson, Olympic View plays 6,530
vards from the tips and 5,502 yards from the reds. Named
for its vistas of Washington's Olympic Mountains, the course
incorporates a dozen lakes, two waterfalls and a ton of sand
traps into its design.

Formerly a farm and fruit tree orchard, the course has a very
forgiving front nine, while the back nine is considerably tougher
thanks to dense forests and undulating terrain,

Holes 6 and 8 are wily, if only for their water hazards. Num-
ber 6, a par 3 playing 238 yards dares players to fly a large pond
on your way to a par (or birdie} while number § (the number
one handicap hole) has four water features and a well-protected
green to test player’s skills,

Number 12, a par 4 playing 335 also brings water into play
while Hole 14, the number two handicap, introduces a tricky
dogleg left into the game,

Aptly named Bear Mountain, this course can leave golfers
with a grizzly score. Designed by Jack and Steve Nicklaus, the
unique 19-hole course plays 7,212 yards from the gold tees and
5,014 vards from the cinnamon tees.

Between its 70 sand traps, ponds and creeks on 15 holes,
forced carries and noticeable elevation changes, it can leave claw
marks on even the best golfer,

On the front nine, holes 2 and 4 get your attention. Number 2
challenges players to drive 190 yards to fly a water hazard be-
fore ascending another 130 yards to a fast green,

Number 4, a par 3 playing just 88 yards from the white rees,
has an extremely narrow, well-guarded green. A birdie is a gift.

On the back nine, Hole 11 is a nifty par 3 playing 116 yards
to a peninsula green. This is target golf ar its best.

Eighteen is a glorious finishing hole, playing downhill 603
vards from the golds. Two ponds and five bunkers protect the
green, so carding a four would be a stellar move.

While a guest of the island, turn down the sheets at either the
Laurel Point Inn or the Fairmont Empress Hotel. Both proper-
ties overlook the harbor in Victoria and are within walking dis-
tance of the very British city,

No martter which of it's 200 guest rooms guests select, the
Laurel Point Inn is a lovely spot, especially for its private bal-
conies. The pet-friendly inn has three restaurants, an indoor
pool and magnificent Japanese gardens,

A BC landmark since 1908, the Fairmonr Empress features
477 luxuriously appointed guest rooms and suites, A stay
wouldn't be complete without enjoying afternoon tea while sa-
voring freshly baked raisin scones served with Devon-style dou-
ble Jersey cream and strawberry preserves,

les Willow Stream Spa lets guests get right with the world
apgain before they head off for another 8 holes or for dinner
in towi,

An appetite for amazing golf satisfied, it’s time to head
home, pleased that our neighbor to the north showed you a
whale of a time. [

Kim McHugh, a Lowell Thomas award-winning writer, is
the associate editor of Rocky Mountain Golf Magazine. He
hopes to return one day and finish plaving the remaining 244
courses in BC.
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