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By Shannon Lutter

ou can feel the sun warming your
face as a soft breeze drifts past
you.You carefully place your tee in
the ideal location, grab your lucky ball
and spin it around in the palm of your
hand. You set it on the tee, take hold of
your trusty driver — the one with tat-
tered grip - and get ready to swing. For
you, this is paradise ... and it is definite-
ly not your average business conference!
“Golf and business are inextricably
linked,” explains Jason Lowe (jlowe@golf-
be.com), Director of Sales for the Golf-
BC Group, Vancouver Island Region. He
recognizes that, "the game is renowned
for building successful business relation-
ships beyond the confines of the office or
the boardroom.”

average |8 holes, from golf schools to
quality time with a pro!

With so many different choices, inte-
grating a conference and a golf tourna-
ment may seem like a daunting task for
you to plan. However, most golf courses
offer a helpful staff that has the expertise
to help plan whatever type of function
your clients are looking for. This may
include arranging banquets or barbeques,
planning for technical equipment and
coordinating different tournament
options,

Lowe, who also works hand in hand
with Olympic View Golf Course in Vic-
toria British Columbia, says there are a
number of factors that meeting planners
should keep in mind when they are pick-
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from |6 to 200 for business meetings and
trade shows. And, after the work is done,
guests can take up a round of golf on the
breathtaking course. complete with

“What better way to relax and unwind a business group than to play a round of golf?”

And for those of you who make the
vision of a memorable business confer-
ence a reality — the possibilities are end-
less! Canada has close to 2000 golf
courses country wide, with more than
twenty new ones opening their doors
each year. Many of these courses have
services that go above and beyond your

ing a course. He says, "you should consider
the proximity to your event, the meeting
facilities that are available, the catering
facilities, the ability of a club to assist you
in managing the event, and of course, the
cost”

The Olympic View Golf Course has
facilities that can accommodate groups

waterfalls, lakes and a breathtaking view
of the Olympic Mountains. "What better
way to relax and unwind a business group
than to play a round of golf,” exclaims
Lowe.

But it's not just about the golf, says
Eric Suzuki (esuzuki@westwoodplateau-
golf, com), Sales Manager at Westwood
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Plateau Golf and Country Club near
Vancouver, British Columbia. He says,
“more companies want their participants
to experience something unique and
memorable. It just so happens that golf
can provide that! It's exciting, yet the
game’s casual setting makes conversations

and interactions more welcome between
colleagues.”

Westwood Plateau Golf and Coun-
try Club has three main meeting/banquet
spaces that can accommodate from 4 to
400 people. Each room has a view of the
championship [8-hole course and the
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(403) 276-7981

Calgary Elks Lodge & Golf Club

Meetings for 10 to 180
Full Banquet Facilities
18 Hole Championship Golf Course

5 minutes from downtown Calgary
2502—6 Street NE, Calgary, AB T2E 373

* free parking ® calgaryelks.com
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Panorama Room, located on the second
floor has a spectacular view of Mount
Baker, as well as an outdoor deck perfect
for breakout sessions.

Suzuki explains that golf can always be
incorporated into a meeting and is often
the exciting component that everyone is
eager to get to. "Plus.” he says, “there are
so many variations in the packages that
meeting planners can arrange. They can
plan for a game on our [8-hole course,
take a lesson at our Golf Academy, play
our 9-hole executive course or even take
indoor lessons if the weather doesn't
cooperate.”

Miles Mortensen, the Head Golf Pro-
fessional at The Banff Springs Golf
Course (banffsprings@fairmont.com),
agrees that integrating business and golf
can make an ordinary conference extra-
ordinary. He says, "breaking away from
the hustle and bustle of the city and
heading to a golf course because your
boss actually wants you to is Instantly
something special!”

The golf course is located in Banff
National Park, in the heart of the
Canadian Rockies. Mortensen explains,
“in the city, people are rushing to get to
their conferences and rushing to get
home. For lunch participants all go their
own way. Presentations don't get any-
one's full attention or participation
because everyone is thinking of all the
things they have to do when they get
back to the office.”

But bring them to a golf course, says
Mortensen, and all that changes. "¥When
meetings are held in conjunction with a
game of golf, people really embrace the
day. Their enthusiasm spills into the con-
ference rooms and people are more like-
ly to participate and really contribute
their ideas.” The Fairmont Banff Springs
Hotel offers over 76,000 square feet of
versatile meeting and exhibit space.
Meeting space is available that can hold as
little as ten people and as many as 750,
plus banquet space for up to 700.

There is no doubt that planning a
business event takes a lot of hard work,
organization and preparation by meeting
planners. Working golf into the mix



sounds like it would require even more —
from booking the course. scheduling the
teams, hiring a pro, renting equipment,
and so on — but that's not the case insists
Lindsay Berglof (admin@willowsgolf.
com), Sales and Marketing Coordinator
at The Willows Golf Club in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan. "In fact.” she says, “most
places like ours offer highly efficient staff
who are happy to assist with working golf
into the conference agenda.”

The Willows Golf Club has rooms
that will cater to groups as small as 10
and as large as 200, with most of the
rooms offering a view of the champi-
onship course. In addition to great sur-
roundings they provide equipment rentals
from flip charts to televisions to slide
projectars. And, once the business is
taken care of inside the boardroom, two
I8-hole golf courses are waiting outside.
“Plus, when the game is over the fun
doesn't have to end,” says Berglof. “We
have a big red barn that is perfect for
barbeques and get-togethers after every-
one has worked up an appetite on the
greens.” The The Willows Golf Club
offers a full service dining room and
lounge with a wraparound deck. “A per-
fect place to watch our spectacular
Saskatchewan sunsets,” exclaims Berglof!

Berglof explains that many golf cours-
es offer the little extras as well. Whether
that is a pro golf instructor or personal-
ized golf bag tags, she says, “attention to
detail is our number one priority!”

And, incorporating business with
pleasure (ie. golf), is something that more
and more businesses want their meeting
planners to look into. Berglof says, “the
demand is definitely increasing each year
as the word gets out that this type of
thing exists. We are getting more
requests and are looking to market golf-
ing even more in the future.”

Jordon Lanthier (gharbour@mts.net),
Sales and Marketing Manager from the
Gull Harbour Resort and Conference
Centre on Hecla Island in Manitoba
agrees that the demand is definitely
increasing. “I've heard from clients.” he
says, "that for them the chance to attend
a business conference and play golf is

something they really benefit from. They
can focus on work related issues because
they are away from the distractions of
the city and they can enjoy recreational
time with their colleagues when the
work is done.”

The Gull Harbour Resort and Con-
ference Centre houses five meeting
rooms on the main floor and three ban-
quet rooms on the second level. The
rooms, most of which have a spectacular
view of Lake Winnipeg, can accommodate

up to 300 people. Outside, conference
goers can enjoy an |8-hole golf course, a

driving range, two practice greens, full
time bag storage and powered carts.

“Golf is worked in very easily with
conferences,” says Lanthier. "Often there
is a meeting in the morning and golf in
the afternoon with a supper to finish. If
the conference is a longer event — they
may have meetings for a few days and
wrap up the event with a big company
golf tournament.”

Corporate Functions

The new improved Golf Dome is better than ever! Not only is there a new cover, but there are also

two new heating systems combined with an i

lated fabric for maximum comfort to all customers.

Cver §i0 hitting stations on 8 3-tier driving range allows for
plenty of space for lurger groups.

- Creff Instrnectors sre avanlable vo give tips while people are
hitting,

We hive added the fatest in LOD projection technology 1o the
three vinual golf bays for significantly improved graphics.
Choose from 24 different golt courses & play 18 holes in our
licensed founge. The Sereens can easily be used for any lapiop
presentution. A sound system s also available

Both Lounges are fully licensed and are equipped with lirge
soreen wlevisions with satellie hookup,

- The ¢hall
all occasions:
- We have also added 30,000 square foot stace of the art
svithetlc grasx o the driving mage. During non-galf hours,
you ean play baseball, foothull, seecer, ultimate or any fiek!
sport. Two soccer figlds are marked out s well as a baseball
dimmond

- Snacks, finger lood or catered meals are availabie 1o meer
your needs

= In addition we have pool tables, video machines, a newly
surfaced practice purting arca & & fully stocked golf store

g I 8-hily golf eourse is a must for

1205 Wilkes Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3P 1B9
Phone: (204) 489-7776 . Fax: (204) 488-3185

Let Our Outdoors Inspire You

4 Swrrounded by the beaury of forests, lakes. and

L mountains, we have the resources to matke your business
trip, retreat, conference or vacation cnjoyable and
| productive. Whether you connect with nature or on the

internet, we have the facilitics to meet your needs,

ForT McMuRRAY - SLAVE LAKE - JASPER
1.800.661.6567 - 1.800.661.6657 - 1.800.661.6427

www.sawridge.com
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Lanthier hopes that more people come
to realize that golfing isn't just a Sunday
sport anymore. "Integrating golf is a
chance to really make people remember
the conference they attended. [t's not just
I rushed downtown, sat through a boring
meeting, and snuck out early’ — it’s ‘| drove
out to the course with some colleagues,

contributed my ideas in the meeting and
played a round of golf with the executive
of my company.”'

So, are the sand traps, slices and show-
ers worth the extra trouble of leaving the
convenience of a conference In the city?
Ask any golfer — rookie or experienced —
and the answer Is loud and clear ... YES! ¢

For more information on meeting
space available visit:
www.olympicview.bc.ca
www.westwoodplateaugolf.com
www.fairmont.com
www.willowsgolf.com
www.gullharbourresort.com
_—

AND CUNFEHENCE VIDEO PRODUCTION SINCE 1988

Alta Resort Uldeo Product:ons

Alta Reqo rt Video Producuo ns

Email: alta@telusplanet.et
Toll Free: 1-888-678-2248

Phone: 403-678-9959
www.altaresort.net
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At last, CompEeLe planning
information for %our
mesetings at t

click of a mouse!

THEWILLOWS

More than Just Golf ... All Year Roundl

Before you hit the links ...
Host Your Event at Saskatchewan's Premiere Golf Facility

= Classic Southwest Style Clubhouse Over looking the Golf Course

= Five Spacious Meeting and Banguet Roormns with Natural Window Lighting
w Complete Event & Menu Planning Services

= Audio/Visual Equipment

= Renowned Restaurant and Lounge with Panoramic View

= Ample Free Parking

Located minutes from downtown Saskatoon,
382 Carrwright Streer

Phone: 306-956-1100

Log on and take a virtual tour of the meeting rooms and golf course
www.willowsgolf.com

Saskatoon, SK
S7T 181

Fax: 306-956-2211




