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Winter Golf Options

by jefi sutherlond

on

Vancouver Island

With a true Golf Trail, Vancouver Island now has more than forty courses that are
easily accessible via the Inland Island Highway that stretches from Victoria

to Campbell River Less rain, warmer temperatures
and the island lifestyle are all the traditional draws
of Vancouver Island. But aside from the critical
mass of good wintering golf courses that make
this a true “golf trail", you've got to have a place
astay and Vancouver Island has any number of
great choices from the ultra high-end resort to
the cozy comfort of a local B&B.

The Victoria Area

Anchoring the trail in the south are the top quality
courses to be found in the province's capital,
Victoria. Many of the private courses are willing
to open their course to non-member play. Call
ahead to find out each facility's particular policy.

[t would be impossible to list all of the
accommodation op tions available in BC's capital
city but there are a more than a few that are truly
golferfriendly. A number of area hotels specifically
cater to the golfer with packages all year round

The Executive House Hotel has "the best of
Victoria at their doorstep” with a central location
right on Douglas Street. Dog friendly and BCAA
approved. this has city, ocean and downtown
views. Facilities include Barkley's Steakhouse,
Caffe d’Amore, Doubles Oyster Bar, Internet Hot
Spot & Capuccino Bar & Bartholomew's Barand
Rockefeller Grille. Call (800) 663-7001 or visit
www.executive-house com for more information

The Royal Scot Suite Hotel has a long history
as a golfer friendly place to stay They offer some
excellent golf packages with some of the best
courses. A 4 Star Canada Select, 3 Diamond
CANAAA property, they offer 1 & 2 bedroom suite
accommodations with living room, full kitchen
and microwave. The facility also offers an indoor
pool, hydro therapy pool, sauna, exercise room,
games/billiard room, convenience/gift shop.
restaurant, and lounge. .. all just 172 block from
the Inner Harbour Visit royalscot.com

The Miraloma Inn at Sidney offers oceanfront
luxurious suites only minutes from the Swartz
Bay Ferry Terminal. They offer a complimentary
winter membership at the well regarded Cordova
Bay GC when you take advantage of their long
stay program. Mention Inside Golf for a free
upgrade. Visit miraloma.ca for more information.

Spinnakers Gastro Brew Pub, long known as
one of Victoria's favourite eateries and for brewing
their own beer have added beautiful guest suites
to their menu complete with fireplaces and
jacuzzis. Book for Fall or Winter and have a
delicious continental breakfast delivered right to
your room. Visit spinnakers.com for more
information

The Howard Johnson in Victoria offers full
amenities from indoor pool to a lounge /

Continued On Next Page
CAPITAL REGION GOLF COURSES

Cordova Bay Eighteen 250-658-444418 72 ......public
(ordova Bay Ridge ~ 250-658:3996 9 27 .......public
Cordova Bay Golf Course is famous oround these ports for
offering summer conditions at winter rates. Alsa it is seldom
1o even have o frost delay here. .. you con usually count them
on one hand for the enfire season. They have a progrom
especially designed for long-tay visitors, o winter golf league.
For just 540 members receive reduced green fees Monday
through Friday from October to Mid March and enjoy daily
prizes.

Glen Meadows GRCC 250:656-392118 72 semirivate
Set amid Vancouver Islond’s trodemark majestic Garry Ok
frees, Glen Meadows is o loyout in the true fraditional sense.
4 sets of tees con stetch from this layout from 5485 to 6859
yards. Says Jo-Ann Saville, “We ore open all winfer ond have
reduced rotes ond added ntiactive packages for visfing golfers.
We are close to the nirport, ferries & Sidney and only 20
minutes from Victoria.

Prospect Loke 6C  250:479-2688 9 32.......public
Located 15 minutes from downtown this course has five par
4s and four par 3s. One of the more challenging execufive
courses you'll ever ploy. Set on the shores of the small, yet
picturesque lake for which it was named, the course is a varied
blend of rolling fairways, well placed rees and smaller gregns.
Winter posses from $259
=

Ardmore GC 250-656-4621 9 35.........public
Beor Mountain 68CC 2507442327 18 72 semiprivate
Cedr Hil Monicpal GC_ 2505952823 18 67....... ublc

Gorge Vole GC 250-383 6451 18 72 semiprivote
Royal Colwood 6C 250-478:9591 18 70........ privote
Uplgnds GC 250-592-1818 18 70........private
Victoria 6 2505984322 18 no.........private
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The Yellow House B & B !

Victoria BC Canada |
1-866-381-1879

~ www.yellowhouse.ca ’

10 minute walk to downtown i

Continued From Page 34

restaurant to free intemet access. They can offer
golf packages that start from S119. Visit
hojovictoria.com for more information

The High End

For those who are looking for the best and willing
to pay for it, there are a couple of options that
stand out.

The island's top course is also home to a new
hotel that s setting a high standard as well. Bear
Mountain's new signature hotel includes the 65-
room “Fairways” building and the 91-room

Lakefront 9-hole
par 32 golf course

Great Fall & Winter Value!

2005 Winter Pass
ALL YOU CAN PLAY
for only $259!

Please ask about our
discounted Green Fee Rates!

(250) 479 - 2688

www.golfprospect.com

WINTE

—

RAT Fb, ;

SUMMERGCENDIEIONS.

4 or book onﬁne @ www,serdevabaygolf com

Canada's original and only winter league of golf. Stay sharp all year long. Daily and season long prizes. Join today!

"Clubhouse” now collectively known as The
Westin Bear Mountain Victoria Resort & Spa
The Fairways phase of the resort, opened in
December 2004. offers 65 suites ranging from
deluxe hotel rooms to luxury one and two
bedroom accommodations All suites offer
sweeping views of the rugged wildemess and
sculpted beauty of the world-class Jack and Steve
Nicklaus co-designed golf course. Set to open in
May 2006, thel60,000-square-foot "Clubhouse”
will serve as the center of the resort. Guests will
step into a towering West Coast timber beamed
lobby with a fireplace and two-story waterfall
while the top three stories of the Clubhouse will
feature 91 [uxurious rooms

A fabled Victoria landmark, The Fairmont
Empress has played host to royalty, celebrities,
and guests from around the world since
1908. Crowned one of the "Best Places in the
World to Stay” by Conde Naste Traveller, it offers
world-class luxury accommodation and
professional staff backed by nearly a century of
expertise They also offer a unique package with
Bear Mountain. The Fairmont Empress's Willow
Stream Spa also offers guests a golf and spa
getaway. The Gold "N Bear package includes one
night's accommadation in a Fainmont Gold room,
two rounds of golfincluding transportation and
two spa treatments. Spa guests can choose from
the Golf Facial, Up to Par Body Treatment and
Golf Performance Massage The Gold ‘N Bear
package is available year-round. For more
information visit www fairmont com/empress or
call toll free: (800) 441-1414

The B&B Options

Victoria is home to many B&Bs and some are
among the best in the world Andersen House
offers king sized beds, jacuzi tubs for two, private
sundecks, wood floors and old Victoria charm
right in the downtown Phone: 877-264-9938 .
Fairholme Manor, a newly restored 110 year old
ltalianate mansion has ocean and mountains
views, double soaker tubs/idouble air-jet Jacuzzi
spa, wood-buming fireplaces, large bay windows
and wood floors. Phone: 877-511-3322.  The
Villa Marco Polo is a heritage five-star Italian
renaissance mansion situated in the heart of
Victoria's quiet Rockland neighbourhood.
Surrounded by beautiful Italianate gardens, the
Inn features fireplaces in most reoms, fourcourse
gourmet breakfasts, fine antiques, campets and
art . Phone: 877 601-1524 .. Minutes walk from
downtown in James Bay, the recently built Yellow
House BEB offers its guests beautifully appointed
rooms that include spacious private bathrooms
with deep soaker tubs and separate showers,
private balconies with ocean views and a warm
and inviting atmosphere with your privacy and
comfort in mind. They offer an ever changing
special gourmet breakfast with delights such as
blueberry-pecan french toast. poached pears and
select home-baked breads and muffins. Phone;
866-381-1879

Continued On Next Page
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NANAIMO

GOLF CLUB

| 8 Hole Championship
Golf Course

" |

Excellence since 1920

COWICHAN VALLEY TO NANAIMO

(Clifts Over Mople Bay 2507156312 18 72 Under construction
The Ciffs development should be through final approvls os this goes
fo press. Seeding is scheduled for Foll, 2005 and Spring; 2006

Duncan Megdows G&CC 250-746-8993 18 72 semipiivate
This is islond goffing at ifs finest, This coutse has hosted o number of
riofionol level RCGA events ond hos undetgone recent improvements.

Nonoimo 68CC 2507584332 18 72 semipivate
Thi demonding lyout s ocaed on  idge above DeporureBoy. Wikow

Continued From Page 36

The Malahat - Cowichan
Valley and Nanaimo

Only 45 minutes north of Victoria is the Cowichan
Valley and Duncan Meadows, 2005 host to the
RCGA's University/College Championship. On
the way to this players’ course is Arbutus Ridge
just north of Mill Bay which also hosted a national
level RCGA event this year, the Junior Girls
Championship. Arbutus has some of best views
available of the southem golf islands and arguably
two of the toughest finishing holes to be found
anywhere. Also, in the high rent district of Maple
Bay, lairways are being cleared for "The Cliffs Over
Maple Bay" project, a Greg Norman course with
real estate. Completion is set for 2006-07

and maple frees frome picture perfect views of the Strait of Georgia and
the Gulf stonds. Flower gardens on olmost every hole udd colour, ond
in the distance the mainland’s Coast Mountains serve as o bockdrop fo
this stunning scene.

Atbotus Ridge 6RCC~ 250-743-5100 18 71.........public
(otonwood 6C 250-2455157 18 72.........public
Cowichan GR(C 250-746:5333 18 70.........public
Morch Meodows 6C 2507496241 9 36.......publi
Pryde Vista 6 2507536168 9 33.........publi
Rutherland 6C 2507584653 9 27.........public
Winchelsea View GC ~ 250:390-3934 na no.........public

Accommodations in the area are highlighted by
the high quality B&Bs. You will find a wide range
of choices dotted throughout the region. Many
of them are near the ever increasing number of
vineyards that are taking advantage of a location
that boasts the warmest year-round temperatures
inthe country

The B&Bs here are taking also advantage of the
location as well. The Cowichan Valley's central
positioning on the island puts them in a perfect
spot to market to snowbird golfers travelling from
Alberta and points east

The region puts golfers no more than an hour-
and-a-halfs drive from any course from Victoria to
Parksville. The Inland Island Highway is one of the
best roads in the provinee, letting you use the
cruise control for good percentage of the time

B&B owner Cheryl Kothlow, an ardent player
herself, is very excited about the positives of
golfers basing themselves in the region, “ Many
golfers don't know that the weather on Vancouver
sland can vary quite dramatically from area to
area. It can be raining in Nanaimo and sunny in
Victoria or vica-versa. Staying in the Cowichan
Valley is a great option because you can call
ahead and find out where the best place to play
is on a given day and be there in a reasonable
amount of time.”

Almost all of the B&Bs here are located in beautiful
settings overlooking views that range from the
coastal mountains across the Strait of Georgia
to the local vineyards to the nearby gulf islands.

There is one other accommodator in the
area that does deserve mention. Taking
Highway | north out of Victoria for 20 minutes,
you will find one of the most picturesque locations
for a hotel in the province, the Aerie Resort,
Located in the spectacular Malahat mountains,
this exquisite setting offers unparalleled views
over the Pacific Ocean, San Juan Islands and
Olympic Peninsula. The Aerie was voted "#1
Food in the Americas” for the last two years
through Conde Nast Traveler's Gold List, and #8
overall in the "Top 75 North American Resorts”
in their 2003 Reader's Choice Awards. This AAA
Four Diamond and Mobil Four Star property is
truly above and beyond. Toll Free: (800) 518-1933

Continued On Next Page



INSIDE GOLF

PARKSVILLE - QUALICUM COURSES

Arowsmith 6&CC 2507529727 18 61.....semkprivote
Located about 10 minutes north of Qualicum Beach off the Coostal

Highway 194, Anowsmiths 18 holes measure more thon 3,700 yards,
‘ond were designed fo provide golfers the opportunity o reach for every

club in their bag, Por-61, this begutifully monicured course is complete
with o confinuous ribban of cart patfis that ollows yearsound use of

power cars, firstote proctice fuciifies and o fullservice dubhouse ore

among the features of Arawsmith.

Fainyings GC 2504687666 18 71.....semirpive
Located in Nanoose Boy 20 minutes noith of Nanoima, Fairwinds hos

Continued From Page24

Nanoose - Parksville -
Qualicum

North from Nanaimo, you will reach the
playground communities of Qualicum Beach and
Parksville. Both communities have become
favourites for both retirees and vacationers. And
where you find these demographics, you'll
generally find golf courses. Along the way up at
Nanoose bay is the well regarded Fairwinds
Resort, a very well maintained target oriented
course. The one creating most of the buzz recently
is the revamped and renamed Pheasant Glen.
Long an executive length 18 hole course named
Glengarry Golf Links, they have recently rebuilt

lush, manicured foirwoys lined by towering fir, gory ook and arbutus
frees. A “thinking golfers* course, course manogement will eward you
on this challenging loyout. Situated in o noturol roin shodow, the course
is more than ployoble year round.

Morningstar GC 250-248:2244 18 72............public
Located in Parksville and site of the Canodian Tour Qualfying School fo
five years, Momingstor is o 7000+ yord loyout with the pedigree of a
chamipion, This course has been designed fo test the best ployers in the
gome, while o the same time remaining enjoyable to golfers of all skill
levels. A strong mix of woodlands ond finks style holes makes this one
of he istond's hest. Confinuous cart paths and o commifment fo monicure
moke it a pleasure fo play.

many of the holes and added what has to be one
the country's top academies under the well
respected leadership of the 1998 CPGA & BC PGA
Teacher of the Year, Brent Morrison While in the
area, another course not to miss is Momingstar
GC. An 18 hole, par 72 champion layout, Les
Furber designed this public course located on
the north side of Parksville. Momningstar is proud
to be host of the 2007 BC Men’s Amateur
Tournament. Challenge the rolling terrain and
water hazards as the course winds from an open
meadow to a thick evergreen forest.

The Bayside Oceanfront Inn is the choice in
Parksville both for accommodations and golf
packages. Walk on their private beach, swim in
the pool and then enjoy fabulous food in the

it’s a whole new ballgame

in Qualicum Beach on Vancouver island

www.pheasantglen.com

GOLF RESORT

BRENT MORRISON

Now 6600 yards,
par 72. slope 129

tel (250) 752 8786 or toll free 1 877 407 4653 (GOLF) - formerly Glengarry Golf Links

Pheasont Glen GR ~ 250:752-8786 18 72............public
Whot was once o “great lttle golf course” in Qualicum Beach, is now
one of Vancouver Isiand's premier golf desfinations, Renos to the course
thot included rebuilding enfire holes and capping them with sand have
transformed this info a yearround tough 6500 yord farget golf course.
With four sets of fees with o difference of 1500 yords between the
longest and shortest, you wil il be able fo enjoy your game, whether
you are a novice or seasoned ployer, The oddition of the Brent Morrison
Golf Academy in 2003 has made this one of the top ploces fo leom

Eoglecrest 6&(C 800-567-1320 18 71 .............public
Quolicum Beach Mem. ~ 2507526312 % 69.............publc

oceanfront restaurant. Located at 240 Dogwood
St just off the Island Hwy. Call Toll Free:
(800) 663-4232

Only a three minute drive from the Fairwinds
course is the Fairwinds Schooner Cove Resort
Hotel & Marina. With well-appointed rooms
that look directly over their 360 berth marina and
Georgia Strait, this is a natural choice for a stay
when in the mid-island region. They also offer
oceanview pub, cafe, cold beer & wine store,
fitness center, heated outdoor pool & hot tub,
tennis, & fishing, sailing charters, kayak lessons
& rentals. Call toll free (800) 663-7060 or visit
fairwinds.ca

The Tigh-Na-Mara Seaside Spa Resort is the
area’s full facility. A state-of-the-art spa &
conference centre is now married to the traditional
style log cottages and condos with fireplaces that
have defined Tigh-Na-Mara for decades. All this
is nestled in a forest setting by the sea on sandy
Rathtrevor Beach, While all accornmodation may
have fireplaces, many also include kitchens, jetted
bathtubs and ocean views. Other resott amenities
include an indoor pool, spa, steam and exercise
rooms with playground areas for children and
outdoor tennis courts. The Copper Lounge and
Cedar Dining room offer exceptional west coast
cuisine.

The latest and greatest is the Grotto Spa, a full
service spa that reflects European spa traditions
of health, wellness and balance, as well as the
industry's most popular treatments. This is
enhanced with & West Coast feel - with outdoor
veranda treatments overlooking the Arbutus trees
and the Hungarian Mineral Pool created to “look
and feel like the inside of a real grotto.” With the
completion of its third floor, this is now the largest
spa in the country. The third floor includes a
restaurant, lounges and sumptuous day suites
that offer copper lined jetted tubs. Owner Brian
Cox is very excited about the Grotto Spa and
what it has to offer, “We feel that our Grotto Spa
is now meeting the highest standard for spas
across the country " Call Toll Free:(800) 663-7373
or visit www.tigh-na-mara.com

Continued On Next Page
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THE COMOX VALLEY - CAMPBELL RIVER

Comox 6C 250-339-4444 9 35..........public

Crown Isle Resort & GO 250-703:5050 18 72..........res0it

Crown lsle in Courtenay-Comax styles itsef os o “mremiere: 18 hole golf
course resorf cenfre and 4-stor orrsite accommodafion” and hos the goods
to back up the claim, The univaled resort centre features o ftness centes,
cgar room and o clossic cor museum ! The occommodations overlaok the
fist foirway, complate with jocuzzis und fireploces. The Graham Cooke
layout is a chollenging resort track that hos played host to the Conodion
Tour over s fen year history and also has been highly rated by Golf

Digest,

Blocer Greens 6C 2503398016 18 71........publc
Narmed for the Comox glacier that backdrops ofl westerly pointing holes,
fhe putting surfoces hete five up to their nome. They ore quick! This
course s right beside the Comox militory airport und i you're lucky, you
will gt o see a jet fighter landing while you ploy. This course hos just
completed o mojor renovation that has added it to the must-ploys when
you ore in the area.

Longlonds GC 250:339-6363 18 S4....... public
Muligons 6 2503382440 18  60.......public
Pacic loygrounds 6C 2503376212 9 32.......publc
Sequoio Spings 6 250874970 18  70....... ublc

Storey Creek 6C 250-923-3673 18 72.........public

Corved out of o dense mixed forest, Storey Creek is truhrsmse in
fature. Stepping into its rhythm, you'll play your game in the company
of wildlife . Considered hy many fo be Les Furber's bes? design, this Host
of the BCGA's BC Men's Amateu, is a can't miss. Storey Creek offers
winter rotes effective Oct 16 with 18 holes for $34. 6M Anna Donald
invites you fo, “Come ond play your golf round of a peaceful time of the
yeor and enjoy our nafural setting,” Tel: 250-923:3673

Sunnydale G&CC 250-334-3232 18 71.......

. Jublic
THE WEST COAST / NORTHERN ISLAND / & GULF ISLANDS

Alberni 6C 2507235422 18 70.............public
The Club’s Walt McAloney gives you un idea why this s  fovourite of
island residents, *The Albemi Golf Club plays reqular greens ol year with

through the winter and ullfuciiies are open fo the public. Grey Cup and
Superbow! scrombles ore sort of the “offseason fun and on fop of that,
you con play 18 oles for bout twenty bucks!*

Blockbum Meodows 6C 2505371707 9 32............public

Dixon Entrance G8CC 250-626:3500 9 34...........public
Gabriola 6&(C 250-247-8822 18  71.............. ublic
Gold River 6C 2502837266 9 36..0ccrrirren i
Hollies Exec 6, The 2507245333 9 33..,....,.,....‘puhi(
Long Beach 6GC 2507253332 7 36 ... public

The forthest west you con go is Long Beach and Tofino. Ao hisis home
10 one of the most enjoyable ning hole tracks around. Corved through
constal roin forest, this will be o challenge and o experence not soon
forgotten. Built over sand dunes, this course can be playable just hours
after major downpours. CPGA Head Professional Keith, “Gibby” Gibson,
odds, “The weather we.get here con be so mild in the winter that you
should remember to bring your dubs no matter whot time of year you
0re coming.”

Port Alice 6C 250-2843213 9 3. public

femporory fee baxes when reguired during winter. Power carts ore ovaifoble

Courtenay - Comox - Campbell River

Another hour north from Qualicumn-Parksville on the more recently constructed
section of the island highway are the growing communities of Courtenay,
Comox and Campbell River, With llights from Alberta via Westlet, this has
become a quick trip to one of the better playgrounds in Canada, With Mount
Washington only 30 minutes away this is one of the few places in the world
where you can golf in the morning and ski in the afternoon!

wture-perfect Wick

The
WICKANINNISH INN

TOFIND, B
b
5

OsPREY LANE AT CHESTERMAN BeacH, TopiNno, B.C.
roLl rrer 1.800.333.4604 or ox-LINE wwwowickinn.com

Solt Spring 6&CC.~~ 250:537-2121 9 36.............public

Crown Isle sets a standard for accommodations that few others on Vancouver
Island can match. Deluxe 4 1/2 star Villas overlooking the resort's fairways
at a destination golf resort with amenities include gas fireplaces, jacuzzi tubs,
full kitchens, living rooms with sofa-bed, TV & VCR or DVD make this the
ultimate for golf-getaways. If you don't feel like cooking, only steps away is
the unequalled clubhouse with first class dining. Call toll free: 888-338-8439

Another area option Is the Port Augusta Inn & Suites, centrally located in
Comox. This a great option for those looking for the tum-key solution Here
they offers it all from ocean and mountain views to an outdoor heated
swimming pool to a restaurant/lounge to a beer and wine store. All this
close to every area golf course. Call toll free 800-663-2141

The West Coast: Port Alberni - Long Beach

Something not to be missed is side trip to head west out to Vancouver
Island’s wild side at Long Beach. On the way a stop in Port Albemi is well
worth the time to play the Albemi Golf Club. Eighteen holes, this is a friendly
members’ course that offers some great fun events through the winter. The
Long Beach Golf Club in Tofino is a par 36, 3300 yard track that plays through
coastal rainforest Built on sand, this course can be playable only a few
hours after a storm has passed through. A tourist area, there are many top
quality accommodation options here.

The most renowned of these would have to be the Wickaninnish Inn, This
is rustic elegance on nature’s edge. Great ocean views, fireplaces and large
soaker tubs characterize the guest rooms. The Ancient Cedars Spa may be
one of the most spectacular settings for a spa in the world. A Hot Rocks
massage here overlooking the crashing shoreline of the Pacific Ocean is an
experience never forgotten. Conde Nast's 2005 readers’ poll named this the
#1 spa in Canada. A Relais & Chateaux hotel, the Pointe Restaurant here
is also exceptional. For information visit wickinn.com or call (250) 725-3100

One other less known but great choice in nearby Ucluelet would be the
Snug Harbour Inn on an 85 ft cliff overlooking the water, surrounded by
old growth forest. Given 4.5 stars by Canada Select, they offer oceanfront,
fireplaces in most rooms, Jacuzzi waterfall tub, private decks, ocean views
and hot tub on the main deck. With in-room spa services, you can relax your
muscles and restore peace to your soul, Advanced booking is suggested.
Call 888-936-522 for details



