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jumped on board with a

nose of us with golf in our veins have
mary things in commen. We love the
outdoors, We love the camaraderie that
the game makes possible, And, perhaps
maore than anything, we love to dream.
dream about that syrupy-smooth
technigue that has long evaded us.
We dream about a 350-vard drive ('d

W

ut those days are aver). And,

say 300, E
perhaps aur favourite, we dream about
the ultimate galf adventure. In fact, this
quest for adventure, a new and better

golf experience, is a passion, a duty, that

is a lifetime’s worth of attractions and activities. Whale watching,

salmon maountaineearing,
antiquing—and, of course, galfing—have all made this island what
it is: simply one of the finest vacation destinations in the world.
Victaria, the capital city of British Columbia, is often called *
climate, the
Blaorming in ey

fishing, hiking, sailing, ocean kavaking,

City of Gardens.”
species of fauna and flara- rmonth af the
and you've got yourself a botanical utcpia. *There are places to enjoy
nature, and then there’s Vancouver lslans L" says lesse Ferguson,

a travel specialist working in the area. The regal Butchart Garden:

Consider the temperate Rl

located just a short ride from Yictoria's famed inner harbour, recently
celebrated its 100-year anniversary and has long been rega
cne of the finest gardens in the world, Victoria, a city teeming

rded as

vith

we take quite sericusly. Those whao declare a love for the game, far
goffing adventure, should fix their eyes—and their
—an the Vancouver sland Galf Trail,

The Mancouver Island Galf Trail was not the first golf “trail” to be
created. That hanour goes ta the tremendously successiul Robert
Irent Jones Golf Trail in Alabama. Since 1990, when the AT Trail was
b, many other “trails” have been charted and mapped. There are
golf trails in many different states, many countries, including such
unlikely locales as Morth Dakota and Arkansas. Even the Scots have
ecent entry. This much is true: there are
nowe mary golf-rich destinations, many “tra that adventure-
seeking golfers can drearn about and explore

S0 what makes the Vancowwver Island Galf Trail extra special?
Whenit's all said and done, what's going to makes this 10-course, 25

kilornetre trail one of the greatest? Well, for starters, it's on Mancouver
-.|¢|| d. And that kind of head start is almast unfair,
3

qolfing dreams

y Conde Mast as the top island destination in Morth
a 550-kilarmetre

America for seven years ina row, '&-a wauver Island is a
long playground of the utmost beauty. Amidst the giant cedar and fir
traes, the charming seaside towns, the harbours, the gardens, there

It's sweet dreams on the Vancouver Island Golf Trail

ald-world charm, truly has much to explare,

But now it's time to dream a little golf—the real reascn why a
visit to the island has been drifting throwgh your mind, Theare is
na better initiation to this journey than the amazing Westin Bear
Mauntain Victoria Golf Resort & Spa |11 A Jack and Steve Micklaus
co-designed golf caurse, Bear Mountain is a 22-million dallar gaffing
paradise that turmbles through a rugged alpine setting. Sha
Mounit Finlayson, with glario of Victoria at the top, the layout
at Bear Mauntain is an exhilarating rice that will be seared in yvour
rmemaory for years, “There are 18 signature holes,” "‘|} lack. Sounds
like a cliché—that is, until you play it With last years unwveiling of a
new clubhouse, Westin Hotel and Sante Spa and a second Nicklaus
designed course with Nicklaus Acaderny set to open summer 2008,
this es¢ ape just keepns ¢ gett II|I.:I better,

ting up

After exploring Victoria's inner harbour, a place renowned for
its charming restaurants, grand hotels, museurns, boutiques, and
wuskers, you'll want to test your game at a couple of other great
-Olyrmpic View [2] and Arbutus Ridge '3

Speaking of dream-like swings, when he was an amataur, Tiger
Woods made a trip to Yictona and playved Olympic
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COUrses in the areg-

View. Impressed




with the layout, but none too intimidated by it, Tiger blasted a tee
shat af ridiculous length an the closing hole, easily knocked his ball
onto the par-5 green in twio, and made a ho-hum eagle. Besides the
waterfalls, rock bluffs, and the spirited route, its warth experiencing

this course just ta try and pull off same Tigerlike magic of your

o]
From

Highway
which is an

the trail heads narth, along the scenic lsland

wintain, A round at Arbutus Ridge
the way to The Cowichan Warmm Land, your next
trail—is a reminder that ndeed, on
a trail of supreme beauty. By now, you're getting accustomed to the
dazzling shorelines that are christenad with water-smoothed rock.,
Youve seen moss-coated trees hanging above the foamy sea. You've

Victoria,
and over Malahat M

ovemight stop an the YO are,

witnessed a fieny sunset over a harbour swarming with sails, You're
beginning to see that you chose the right trail.
Abaout 60 kilometres north of Victona, tucked in a gorgeaus valley,

are twa mare courses worthy of being on this trail. The adventure
of what is known as The Warm Land (named because of its award-
winning wineyards and fertile farmland) begins with the Cowichan
4| and Duncan Meadows Galf Clubs (5], Both courses here affer
pastaral goll experiences that speak volumes about the easy-paced
lifestyle that's ingrained on the island, They are warm and friendly
places with outstanding playing cenditians and just e right armount
af challenge, But both have their own distinet character, Cowichan
Galf and Country Cluk s an older, classic course with tree-lined holes
and ';-n'all':w greens. Duncan Meadows is a more contemparary

's been singled out by SCOREGoIf M ne as one of the
indemated courses in all of Canada. (Tip:
s Cherry Point Vineyards and graky a shot—aor
Blackbermy Part, then watch yoursell

|.31:_.II..II.I|,.
st

Yarm Land, head 1o the
twio—of their award-winning
play the galf of your drearms.)

Before playing in The

2

Apeil 2007

come to the Parksville
can sample a fantastic trio of

After a gorgeous two-hour drive, you'l
and Qualicum Beach area. Here you
courses—and explone one of the Ainest marine environments on the
istand

Fairwinds Golf & Country Club (8],
Golf Course -'F :
ef angd provide for
architect Les Furber
to boating enthusiasts an
at Fairwinds is easily ane of the mast s
Perhaps cverlooked because it plays just under 6,200 yards, Fair
s that rewards smart shotmaking, nat brute
explore the
3 ligns, or rent a boat

morningstar Champienship
and Pheasant Glen Galf Resort, are all ripe with
excellent experiences. Designed by
iz a tucked-away haven that caters
galf-lavers alike. The 18-hale layoul

e courses on the

char:

t | ._iil winds

is the type of golf cour
|_||E'\|:
maring, T-.:kli‘ a hike along the coast, watch tha se
and di some fshing. This is the Pacific paradise

Marmingstar also a Les Furber design, is the feisty
that can c'I--1IIr-n:Jc\ the best, It's ge 'lI--' rolling,
through thick forests, and incorporates many
ru.':lurt*\'.|'-c1;:r-.||1-]>.u|Ilmhr.*:lmll LIMerouUs tournaments,
including the Canadian Tour, and might be the toughest
track on the island. Bring a swes

1. (Another tio: After your round at Fairwinds,

ur dreams.)

000y r
inds

widte

After a pleasant round at the newl
Glen
academy if your swing
Highway will becken once again. At kilometre 31
Wictoria) you'll have reached the North Central lsland
home ta two of the top-ranked courses on the island.

The Crown Isle Resort (8],
features the grandest clubhouse in Canada, can certainly
be a highlight on the trail, Here architect Graham
sculpted a superb track that flows through spindly pines
and gently rolling terrain. Beautifully shape:
afvariety, Crown Isle is, accarding to SCOREGE Mt
ane of the top-100 courses in the nation. aying course-
side in a luxury villa is definitzly the way 1o go

The mast nartherly course on the trail is a favourite
for rmany. The Storey Cresk Golf Club is one of Les
Furber's finest. Located just south of Campbell River,
Storey Creek offers
every hole is totally isolated. T

renovated
excellent galf

toa dreamyl, the

Pheasant caurse [home 1o an

5 not sland

3 (from

which quite possinhy
PSRy T
LOORE

with plenty

ZIrE,

one af those rare U'<|‘1-1|'ic¥ng es where
he course, wh
par of 72 and tips out at 6,700 yards, crosses creeks and
meanders through a magnificent mixed forest. *People
leave here pleasantly surprised at the quality of the
course,” says Head Professional, Paul Dashkewsytch, “It's
an extraordinary golt experience.”

The Yancouver lsland Gelf Trail is
on one af the

W 1l Yaloa

I & way, that's what
all about, Great galf—sometimes astenishingly good
worlds most sought-after islands. With all that this P
1o offer, the Vancouver [sland Golf Trail will surely be considerad one
of the best golf adventures to be found anywhere, And, regardiess of
the courses you play, the stops you makes, you'll be able 1o lie down at
the end of a mermnarable day, pull the covers over your eyes,
wappily, dream a little dream

ycific paradise has
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GOLFIMNG ~ For more information contact Golf
".l'anwu'-'erlsiand golivancouverisland
B88-GOLF-23% TOURING > Wanttn EXperience
the island I:neyrnnd golf? Contact qurlsm Vancouver
Island. sland. travel 14-3500




