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I've always associated golf getaways with
migrations south to the sunshine of Palm
Springs or Arizona. Enter Bear Mountain
Golf and Country Club in Victoria, B.C, This
Nicklaus-designed course and Westin Resort
has transformed Vancouver Island’s golf sta-
tus from convenient option to mandatory

destination. And when you consider Ken-

66  WashingtonCEQ 8.07

v Island

maore Air offers the easiest flying experience
this side of a lease jet, there's no reason not to
wing it north. You'll be teeing off just two
hours after departing Lake Union on a flight
that rivals any scenic tour in Morth America,

Victoria itself is working hard to bottle some
of Vancouver’s au courant cool, as bistros like
Temple and Brasserie L'Ecole offer dining op-

tions beyond bangers and mash, There are

even hints of nightlife as Victorias new Save-

On-Foods Memorial Centre features headlin
ers like Bob Dylan, Hilary Duff and Incubus
Of course, this city of 80,00 i

quaint Anglophile environment of bone china,

k3

garden tours and afternoon tea.
The only tee that interests me this trip,
however, is the one ['ll poke into the ground

54 times. I've arrived in British Columbia's

-.::';|'JiL;1] to disappear for a t'uu|1|x of davs

among the lush grasses at three of the island's




Hit the green or lose your ball on the 11th
hole at Bear Mountain Gelf and Country Club
near Victoria, B.C. It's a par-3 128-yard shot
to the green in the middle of a lake, but
there's no ream for error,

d-plus golf courses, which include some of
the best in Canada.

Thirty minutes after we enter Inner Har-
bour, including just three minutes at customs {a
dockside shack containing the friendliest offi-
cer ['ve met in years), [ arrive at Olympic View

Golf Club, one of Golf BCs 11 jewels in the
province, As [ discover Douglas fir needle-
strewn paths leading to sequestered greens, |
wish I'd stowed my tent in my golf bag, This af-
ternoon, the deer-to-golfer ratio is easily 4-to-
L. Traversing the course, past the limestone
outcroppings and through the heirloom apple
orchard, [ encounter two waterfalls and nu-
merous streams and ponds. The trolls lurk as
well; forest play means foraging among the
conifer roots for errant tee shots,

Multiple holes at Olympic View warrant
“signature hole” status, But the 17th, a 417-yard
trek drawn narrow as a ballerinas waist, lead-
ing to an elevated green framed by a 60-foot
natural waterfall, takes my breath away. A sec-
ond waterfall guards the No. 1-rated 420-yard
eighth hole, which demands accurate position-
ing and plenty of brawn. I particularly enjoy the
169-yard 11th, a shot deep into the woods toa
three-tiered green. I play the arboreal back nine
solo, except for my gallery of rabbits and mule
deer. Still, the distant crack of ball against barl
indicates I am not entirely alone.

The Bear Mountain development is just 20
minutes east on Route 14. The $3 billion pro-
ject’s CEC and president is local Len Barrie,
a former NHL journeyman who invited some
of his teammates, including all-stars Mike
Vernon, Ray Whitney, Joe Nieuwendyk and
Rob Miedermayer, to invest in what many
predicted would be a swift plunge through
the financial cracks.

But Barrie scored last, just as he did
when the venerable Royal Colwood Golf
Club expelled him for chopping down trees
at his greenside home. “I'll build my own
course,” he boasted. He's certainly made
pood on his pledge.

Barrie says his business philosophy remains
simple: “I played my best when surrounded by
the best plavers, 1 do the same here. From our
dishwashers to director of golf Todd Ma-
hovlich, these people are exceptional.”

It's a long way to the green at Bear Moun-
tain's 14th hole: 480 yards from the tee, but
the golfer is rewarded with views of Mount
Baker, Port Angeles and Victoria.
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Art Aylesworth, CEQ of Carmanah Tech-
nologies, a $60 million solar energy company
based in Victoria, says he is more impressed
sach time he visits. "You get the same feeling
at the Bear that you experience at Whistler
or Vail, that this destination is well-thought-
ouit, well-staffed and well-financed,” he says.

Though Barrie didn't have to look far for
investors, extending investment invitations to
former teammates was not as easy a decision
as, say, throwing in sticks at center ice for a
game of piclup.

“Look,” the former Victoria sharpshooter
says between holes in the men’s club cham-
pionship, "when you have close friends as in-
vestors vou can't let them down. Ever.”

“Lennie was a great leamimate when we
were with the [Florida] Panthers,” goalie
Mike Vernon, the 1997 Conn Stythe (playott
most valuable player) winner, explains. "He
lnew I'd invested in real estate during my ca-
reer as a way to give my mind a break from
hockey. [ looked into this project and was
thrilled to come on board for personal and
business reasons,”

The business reasons proved as staggering
as Wayne Gretzky's stats. Every phase of con-
struction, from home sites to quarter shares,
sold out within 24 hours. Sales of Finlayson
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Reach and St. Andrews Walk condominiums
alone totaled $134 million Canadian, a record
for Vancouver Island.

Bear Mountain Country Club and Spa also
represents the Novthwest's first golf village.
The four-star Westin Resort has two restau-
rants and a lounge in the main hotel, as well
as a pub across the plaza.

"“We just held our highly successful Senior
Executive Annual Conference there,”
Peter Gustavson, CEO of Custom House,
Victorias 515 billion foreign exchange com-
pany. “We brought our managers in from
around the globe and they were thrilled.”

The Mountain Course itself, a Steve Nick-
laus design {with father Jack’s consultation],
streams effortlessly through the ravines and

says

peaks of the twisting topography. The first
three holes portend the great shotmaker's
lavout, as Douglas firs stand sentry and white
sand bunkers lay strategically in wait. But |
first realize I'm somewhere special at the 186-
yard fourth, where the green rises ethereally
above the infinite Highlander Forest. The
course then ventures farther into the woods,
as fairways lead up slope and down valley, be-
fore arviving at the 11th, an island green that
is Vernon's favorite,

"1 used to play TPC Sawgrass quite a bit,”

the two-time Stanley Cup champion muses,
“en | was excited to find a hole here so simi-
lar to their famous 17th.”

For many others, all drives lead to the 14th,
which certainly stands among North Amer-
ica’s most spectacular golf perches. As [ ap-
proach the green (secretly applauding the
mandatory cart policy), Victoria, the Strait of
Juan de Fuca, even Mount Rainier inhabit the
vista. Beyond this precipice looms the much
discussed 19th "Betting Hole!" an inventive
aside that appears to hover in midair along
the ridgeline. The wager is simple: Hit the
green or lose the bet (and your ball).

"“We normally think of the 19th hole as the
clubhouse bar, but this is very different)” ex-
plains Dale Gunn, direstor of University of Vic
toria’s Vancouver Island Technology Park. "hy
clients enjoy pausing their rounds for a little
side bet, It becomes a real conversation starter
later on at that more traditional 19th hole.”

Back en the course, the golfer drops out
of the clouds at the 16th, a 181-yard hole

Olympic View's 13th and 14th holes pose
particular challenges. Hole 13 is one of the
toughest par 5s in British Columbia, a 595-
yard double-deg-legged slog with an ale-
vated tee shot of 75 feet. Hole 14 is no
pushover, a par 4 with the green protected
by water, sand and trees,
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| descending seven stories from tee to green.

Having returned to earth, the course flows

along a stream on its finishing hole, which,
like the peninsular 11th, requires an intim-
idating carry over water.

The Mountain Course’s numerous water

hazards will seem to evaporate when com-

pared with the Valley Course, which is set
to open in 2008. You may want to lease the
floatplane for this one. No need to wait,
however, for Bear Mountain's 36 holes,. The
Mountain Course offers a calliope of tee
boxes that demand a spectrum of strate
gies. It's one of those rare courses that
never feel mundane.

The resort-membership arrangement

Aircraft Charter keeps the clubhouse interesting as well, es

pecially over the already famous Investors

! Aircraft Sales | Weekend, a combination of long dinners, a

few meetings, lots of golf and plenty of locker

| CLAY LACY AVIATION o

| at BOEING FIELD / SEATTLE “Membership courses can feel like ghost
206 _?62" 6000 tu'r.wn:-c," Hijl'l'.il: observes. “This combination

| of resort golfers and members keeps the en-
claylacyaviation.com ergry level up all the time.”

Next morning, | head out to Arbutus
Ridge Golf and Country Club, another B.C
Golf property. While neither as secluded as
Olympic View nor as phenomenal as Bear
Mountain, this track features ocean vistas

Read the Clay Lacy Aviation blog at www.washingtonceo.com/claylacy

RBA I:I.Imiﬂ.llt‘ SﬂtUﬁiﬂﬂ and challenging holes amid a parkland setting
Your resource design so authentic, | expect to meet picnickers out
aned m I P

for a stroll. Climbing uphill on the endless
42]1-yard 18th, I sink my final putt and throw
iy white towel into the bag, my golf cravings
sated for another week.

Vancouver Island golf offers a plethora of
choices, from links to parkland, ocean views

to deep-woods expedition. Jack Nicklaus is so

impressed with the isle’s conditions, he is de-
signing a “Signature Course” up-island in
Ucluelet. Greg Norman is also docking lo-
cally, creating Cliffs over Maple Bay near
Tofino, a vacation paradise that was only
missing, well, a golf course.

At RBA Fumniture Soluti provide ; . :

Tu:-n me:::ﬂ ﬁumﬂuﬂm My riiEn] day, | grab breakfast at Floyd's

Let us design and furnish your office Diner, a favorite morning spot in Victoria. |

with recyeled furniture ar return my car, shuttle four blocks to Kenmore
attractive prices,

Air's terminal and spend the 20-minute wait

watching seaplanes negotiate the Inner Har

bour. Onee airborne, we pass Port Townsend

at 2,000 feet, turn left up the Ship Canal, and

drop, like a tee shot at The Bear’s 16th hole,

RBA Rumiture SOIUW'LS upon Lake Union. A three-wood from home,
S s [T [ grab a Victoria departure schedule and exit
Serde, WA 9811 the terminal.

- Crai Bower is a Seattle-based journalist,







