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For a great getaway, combine a few rounds of golf with all the
other attractions on Vancouver Island by jeff neilsan

ELL-ESTABLISHED AS ONE OF THE PREMIER TRAVEL DESTINATIONS [N INORTH
America, Vancouver [sland's plethora of tourist offerings is about to get

even better. Already home to some of B.C.'s best golf courses, two more

are slated to open in 2008: Bear Mountain Resort's Village Course, and
the Greg Morman-designed Cliffs Over Maple Bay. « In 2007, the Condé Nast Traveler reader
survey ranked Vancouver Island as the best island tourist destination in North America for
the sixth consecutive year. So, what are managers and ownets of attractions on Vancouver
Island doing that continues to impress its visitors vear after year? Clearly, the diversity of
experiences and attractions the island offers is a major factor and the golf courses are an

important component of that offering. = Here's a snapshot of a “front nine” places to visit

each offers a golf experience to remember.

@ Take a walk in Tiger's paw prints
In 1994, an 18-vear-old Tiger Woods played
Olympic View Golf Club in a spring break
high school competition. To this day it's the
only course he's played in Western Canada.
Standing on the first tee at ‘'OV* whets the
golfing appetite for the round; the elevated
starting hole offers a bird's-eye view over the
spectacular layout, where 18 signature-like
holes meander among dramatic rock out-
croppings, creeks, waterfalls, lakes, and an
abundance of fir and arbutus trees, The facil-
ity is home to the Golf BC Academy, a great
place to take a rusty swing this spring and visit

18th hole at Bear Mountain Golf Resort

instructors [ohn Randle and Lon Bandle, both
BC PGA Teacher of the Year award winners.
Owned by Golf BC, Olympic View's sis-

ter course on the island is Arbrtus Ridge Golf
Club, which is also worth visiting as you
make vour way up the Island Highway.

Dlympic View Golf Club

Length: 6,534 yards; Par 72

Arbutus Ridge Goli Club

Length: 6,168 yards; Par 71

urtesy Bear Mountain boll Resart

Bear Mountain Golf Resort, just 20 minutes
from dowmtowm Viclorda, is home to Vancou-
ver Island’s only 19-hole course, the Jack and
Steve Nicklaus designed Mountain Course.
Every aspect of this facility is so spectacular it's
simply a place every golfer must experience,
and preferably more than once. Book a room
overlooking the golf course at the Bear Moun-
tain Westin Hotel, and make your way to the
first tee for a stunning round of golf,

Be sure to pack your camera: this course
offers a unique combination of plavability
with dramatic hole desizns, and all this with
stunning panoramic views of Victoria, the
Olympic Mountain range, and the Juan de
Fuca Strait.

The Bear Mountain Resort will open a
second course this summer, the Valley
Course, which can be previewed at the
resorts web-site (bearmountain.ca).

Mountain Course
Length: 7,212; Par 72

@ Bear sightings (of the Golden variety) @) Hang-out harbour-side

Victoria's Inner Harbour is the epicentre of
island activity, with a range of tourist offerings,
regandless of season. Sleep downtown at one of
the many highly rated hotels, like the Laurel
Pointe Inn or the Delta Ocean Point, both
within walking distance of many of the
city's attractions. Book an afternoon tea at
the Fairmont Empress, explore the Roval BC
Museum and Pacific Undersea Gardens, visit
B.C.s Parliament Buildings and sample the
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The Bth hole at Victaria Golf Club Golf Course

menus of the city's restaurants. There's no
shortage of activity in the capital city so
choose your destinations carefully. Visit
www. tourismvictora.com for information.
If vou have limited time, one of the clos-
est courses to the city centre is the Victoria
Golf Club, Western Canada’s oldest club
(established in1#93). Once exclusively private,
it is now possible for golfers to experience
B.C.'s most spectacular waterfront course,
Victoria Golf Club
Length: 6,015; Par 70

@ Small-town hospitality

[Duncan, with a population of 5,000, may be
the smallest community in British Columbia
with two superb golf courses. The Cowichan
Golf & Country Club, established in 1947, is
a classically designed par 70 layout, perhaps
best described as a private-club experience at
a public golf course,

Just a few minutes away is the Duncan
Meadows Golf Course, one of the island's
most underrated courses, offering a great
variety of holes, both parkland and links

style, The familv-owned and managed
facility is rare in today's corporate world,
and hosts Ming and Grace Hul put a wel-
coming touch on the Duncan Meadows
EXPEriEnce.

Gowichan Golf & Country Club

Length: 6,189; Par 70

Duncan Meadows Golf Gourse

Length: 6,616; Par 72

@ Renovate your game
Gorge Vale Golt Club in Victoria and Pheas-
ant Glen Golf Resort in Qualicum Beach
have completed extensive makeovers in
recent years, modernizing both courses with
significant upgrades. Pheasant Glen under-
went the most dramatic changes, transform-
ing itself over five years from a 5,000-yard
par 67 into a 6,600-yard par 72 Champi-
onship lavout. Gorge Vale's changes main-
tained the original course integrity while
adding eight new water hazards, making the
already excellent golf course even better and
more playable year round.

Gorge Vale Golf Club

Length: 6,820yards; Par 72

Pheasant Glen

Length: 6,628 yards; Par 72
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The 17th hole at Pheasant Glen Golf Resort

( Play where the pros play
If you are looking to experience champi-
onship golf, look no further than Morm-
ingstar Golf Course. Morningstar has
played host to nine Canadian Tour events,
and last vear hosted the BC Mens Amateur
Championship. There’s a reason for this:
Morningstar is an arduous test in course
management, as you navigate your way
though various doglegs, tree-lined fairways
and well-protected greens. The course
demands vou to hit every shot in your

GOLP C'LLIH-
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A course in nature
Designed by Les Furber

Come Experience “The Legend™
Campbell River, B.C.
Ph: 1-B66-923-3674 Fax: (250) 923-1816
www . storeycreek.be.ca

The sixth hole SFCrammTise-Goli-C

bag (plus a few you don't have in your
bag), humbling a professional from the
gold tees while wowing an amateur from
the whites.

MNearby in the Oceanside village of
Nanoose Bay vou'll find Fairwinds Golf
Club, no stranger itself to hosting profes-
sional events. Don't be fooled by the 6,151
yards on the scorecard; the course is chal-
lenge enough for the Canadian Tour to
have its qualifying tournament here,
Like many golfers before you, it's likely

Xec Gol{

ONLY A SHORT DRIVE AWAY

you won't want to leave the place, and
accommaodations are available at the
Schooner Cove Resort,

Marmingstar Golf Course

Length: 7,018 yards; Par 72

Fairwinds Golf Glub

Lenglh: 6,151 yards; Par 71

@ Sleep on the first tee

Like a fine wine, the Crown [sle Golf Resort
continues to get better with age. A day at
Crown Isle may be best enjoyved by waking

g

EXECUTIVE EOUSE HOTEL

ﬂm érasf (:lf‘ Victoria at our drmu'sfep.

Located in the heart of Victoria,
just a block from the magnificent
Inner Harbour, Mational Geographic
IMAX Theatre, Royal BC Museum,

shopping and attractions.

Experience Barkley's Steakhouse,
the charming Caffe d° Amore,
Dioubles Cryster Bar and
Bartholomew's Bar
and Rockefeller Grille,

Complimentary high speed internet.

Complimentary Inner Harbour
Shuttle Service.

1-800-663-7001
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MORNINGSTAR
Championship G.C.
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CPGA Accredited Pro Shop
Golf Academy
All Wearher Practice Range
Restanrant & Lounge
7018 yd Farber design

COME FOR THE GOLF
..STAY FOR THE PLAY

located across frem Mount Brenton
Golf Course in the town of
Chemainus, famous for its arls,
murals and live professional theatre,
the suite-style Chemainus Festival Inn
offers complimentary breakfast, high
speed infernet, indoor pool, fitness
center and meeting facilities.
Packages include: golf, historic train
excursions, diving, romantic getaways,
live theatre and mare.

CHEMAINUS

FESTIVAL INN
877.246.4181
seeyou@festivalinn.ca

Dnl'y ﬁﬁy minutes drive
Victoria.
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chkages in Victoria include
i the finest courses in
untain, Olympic View
included is one night's

Y A4

Accent
Inns.

quality wdhane it cownts

1-800-663-0298
www.accentinns.com
B.C. owned and operated.

Victoria » Vancouver » Kamloops » Kelowna

w

up in a luxurious villa on the first fairway,
streolling 100 metres to the clubhouse for
breakfast, warming up at the golf academy
and enjoying 18 fantastic holes on the
Graham Cooke-designed layout. Relax after
vour round in the clubhouse’s antique
car showroom, and cap it off with a grade-A
steak in the clubhouse's Silverado Steak
House,

Crown Isle Golf Resort

Length: 7,024 yards; Par 72.

@ Skins & Fins

| The Golf Vancouver Island consortinm is
offering Skins & Fins packages in 2008, a
dream-pairing for the golf and fishing
enthusiast. Visit Campbell River, the Salmon
Fishing Capital of the World, settle in to the
Painter's Lodge for two nights, and enjoy a
game at Storéy Creek Golf Club, one of
B.C.'s most tranguil golf experiences. Once
there, you'll likely share your round with a
variety of deer, birds and other wildlife, as
well as the dense old growth forest border-
ing each hole.

Skins & Fins packages are also available
in Nanoose Bay, Cowichan Bay and Victoria
For more information on these packages
visit: www.golfvancouverisland ca/finsskins

Storey Creek Golf Club
Length: 6,699 yards; Par 72

€ A day at the beach

A wisit to Long Beach is to experience the
West-Coast at its most spectacular. A popular
destination for nature enthusiasts, in 2009
Tofino will make its mark on golfers with the
arrival of the Jack Nicklaus Golf Club of
Canada at the Wyndandsea Resort. The
Golden Bear recently described the project
| as “wow, wow and triple wow," and is so
enthused he plans to build a personal
residence on-site. The resort, developed with
cutting edge environmentally-sustainable
practices, will also offer a marina, a 175-ro0m
five-star luxury hotel, and 95 oceanfront
aolf villas,

Tofino is also home to the Long Beach
Golf Course, which boasts perhaps the maost
challenging jand best valued) nine holes on
Vancouver lsland,

Long Beach Golf Course
Length; 3,300 yards; Par 36.

Varconver Island’s diverse tourist offerings are
wihiat smakes it special, award-winming, and wor-
thy of visiting vear after year. To plan a golfing

getway, visit wwwgolfuncouverisiand.cq @






